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FOR A BRIEF MOMENT . e o, e wora

seemed like a peaceful place. The Cold War was over, the United States and Russia were

no longer poised to destroy the human race with a shower of H-Bombs, and, finally, the
world was able to let out a collective sigh of relief. Other problems persisted, but none
that threatened global extinction with the push of a button.

Once again, we find ourselves at the edge of a nuclear precipice. As the Internation-
alist goes to press, North Korea claims to have detonated its first nuclear weapon.
In the Middle East, Iran continues to insist that nuclear power is its inalienable
right. And at home, the recent revelation that the Bush administration has con-
sidered using tactical nuclear weapons is fresh in our minds.

Which is why after a short hiatus, the /Internationalist returns with this is-
sue on nuclear proliferation. We hope that the following pages will, in
a very modest way, contribute to a common dialogue, one that will

lead to a civilization free of the mushroom cloud nightmare.
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COUNTING DOWN

The trends are reassuring: the world’s nuclear stockpile has signific_a,nti'y/

decreased since the Cold War, and several states have dismanyt,l,ed""their
nuclear programs altogether. But is the world any safer? Am’b’iguous

reports, quick excuses, and clandestine alliances are ripe in the uramum

enrichment business, and loaded weapons continue to point toWardwk'éy
locations (just ask residents of Kashmir or the Korean Demllltarlzed
Zone). The global tally of 12,500 operatlonal nuclear Weapons IS no
chump change. Check out who’s got em, who wanjcs em and who's
grabbing headlines right now. Y4

MAP KEY

RED ALERT

I NUCLEAR
WEAPON STATES
DECLARED*

D NUCLEAR
WEAPON STATES

DISCONTINUED
NUCLEAR
PROGRAMS

As the only nation to ever deploy atemic weapons during warfare, the US
has built approximately 55%—70,000—of the global supply of nuclear
warheads since 1945 Although most of these warheads have been
disassembled, the US Energy Department still stores over 12,000 intact
plutonium pits from dismantled weapons.

In the past decade, France has dismantled its land-based ballistic mis-
siles and retired nuclear bombs intended for aircraft delivery. However,
French scientists are-currently developing a laser-beam weapon that will
simulate fusion reactions, like those caused by hydrogen bombs. The
Laser-Megajoule is scheduled for completion in 2011.

Credited with building 43% of the world’s nuclear warheads since 1945,
Russia remains secretive about its stockpiles and future nuclear plans.
The Moscow Treaty limits Russia’s strategic warheads to 2,200 by 2012,
but-the current rate of disarmament suggests its arsenal could shrink
below this limit.

Perhaps the world’s least stable nuclear power, North Korea claims

to have tested a nuclear weapon as the Internationalist goes to press
(10/10/06). The test comes after two decades of failed diplomatic efforts
by the US to prevent the dictatorship from acquiring nuclear weapons.
Though an immediate attack seems far from imminent, the display of
nuclear technology threatens global nonproliferation efforts.

India and Pakistan are nearing an agreement regarding the unauthorized
use of nuclear weapons, but considering last summer’s US-Indian civil-
ian nuclear cooperation deal, India’s nuclear capability shows no sign of
stagnation. Defense News reported that India will have 300-400 nuclear
weapons distributed to air, sea, and land forces by 2011.

Pakistan is the only Muslim nuclear state, and its capabilities are
unknown. However, with help from Beijing, Islamabad appears to be con-
structing a new reactor capable of producing 50 warheads annually. But
is it all hot air? President Musharraf recently disclosed that despite the
hype, Pakistan’s 1999 arsenal was not strong enough to penetrate India.

Although not officially declared, Israel generally has been accepted as
a nuclear state for several decades. With the French blueprints, British
fissile material, and US missiles, Israel claims to have built a “nuclear
option, not in order to have a Hiroshima, but an Oslo.”

72,000

64,000 | _

56,000
48,000
40,000
32,000
24,000
16,000

8,000

NUCLEAR WARHEAD GLOBAL TOTALS

WWW.INTMAG.ORG

True to a 1998 declaration by the Labour government, Britain apparently
maintains fewer than 200 operational warheads. Britain’s sole nuclear
weapon system is a fleet of SSBNs loaded with 48 warheads each. The
buddy-buddy relationship between British and American weapons design-
ers means the two countries probably have similar arsenal blueprints.

After Iran failed to convince the world of its peaceful intentions and
declined to suspend its uranium enrichment program, the US and the
EU have urged the UN Security Council to impose sanctions against the
rogue state. Scientific speculation suggests Iran lacks enrichment tech-
nology and instead bought uranium products from China in 1991.

According to a 2004 Chinese Foreign Ministry report, China possesses
the smallest nuclear arsenal in the world. However, estimates place Chi-
nese defense expenditures at double or triple officially disclosed figures.
Among China’s known arsenal is a liquid-fueled DF-5 intercontinental
ballistic missile capable of targeting the entire continental US.

NUCLEAR TERMINOLOGY

STRATEGIC WEAPONS
Weapons designed to threaten large populations or to
generally deter attacks.

NON-STRATEGIC OR TACTICAL WEAPONS

Usually smaller-yield weapons designed to actually be used
on a battlefield in military situations (torpedos, mines, shells,
“suitcase” bombs).

ICBM
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile—a long range, rocket propelled,
guided warhead.

SLBM
Submarine Launched Ballistic Missile (a type of ICBM).

SSBN

Ship Submarine Ballistic Nuclear—US Navy’s hull classification
for a nuclear powered submarine equipped to launch ballistic
missiles (SLBMs). Also known as “Boomers,” the “SS” can also
stand for Silent Service, underscoring their stealth and first strike
capabilities.

MIRV

Multiple Independently targetable Re-entry Vehicles—The US
and Russia developed these nasties in part to sidestep their non-
proliferation agreements. Re-entry means into our atmosphere.
No matter where you are in the world, these can seriously ruin
your day. Launched from land or sea, a single MIRV can carry

up to ten individually guided warheads, which would collectively
have 250 times the destructive power of the bomb that leveled
Hiroshima. Yikes.

IlIEEfEEEEE
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Above, an HIV-
infected lympho-
cyte attaches to an
epithelial cell from
a human cervix.
Microbicides work
either by killing
STl-causing agents
or by preventing
their attachment
in a host, as in the
picture above.
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STOP THE
SPREAD OF:AIDS

IN THE 1980s, it was something that happened to “whores, queers,

and junkies.” Then in the 1990s, it became an “African problem.”
Now, six years into the new millennium, the most deadly pandemic in
world history is taking on a terrifying new label: AIDS is fast becoming a
“woman’s disease.”

In many places, infection rates for women are three and four times
higher than they are for men, and AIDS has become the leading cause of
death worldwide for women ages 10-19.

Stopping the spread of AIDS means preventing the transmission of
HIV, and right now there are three ways to do that: 1) Abstinence, which
provides no protection in cases of rape or forced marriage; 2) Mutual
fidelity, which needs to be negotiated by two people—especially difficult
when societies encourage men to screw around; and 3) Condoms, which
are highly effective when used, but for too many women are not a viable
option due to cultural dissonance and the need to bear children.

What's the solution? In the long run it's gender equality, universal
access to health care, an end to poverty, and a cheap, effective AIDS
vaccine. In the meantime it's microbicides.

Microbicides are topical creams or gels that, when applied before
sex, prevent the transmission of HIV and other sexually transmitted
infections (STls). As the AIDS epidemic continues to outpace our
response, the need for new and better prevention tools has become dire.
Microbicides would fill a critical gap, giving women a way to protect
themselves from infection that doesn’t require their partners’ consent.
Plus, the non-contraceptive microbicides being developed would still
allow them to get pregnant.

ZAK MENKEL

WWW.INTMAG.ORG

ANNA FORBES /s the

Deputy Director of the Global
Campaign for Microbicides
(GCM). The Internationalist
asks her what it will take to
get microbicides to the people
who need them.

TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
“We seldom get anyone saying
that they think microbicides
are a terrible idea. What we
get are people who've never
heard of them—which is a
problem when it costs as
much as $50 million to do a
Phase 3 clinical trial.”

SHOW METHE MONEY
“The biggest problem is that
major pharmaceutical com-
panies have not invested in
microbicide research. It's an
unproven market, and it's not
going to be an instant money-
maker. It can’t be. They have
to be as cheap as condoms;
that’s the only way it's going
to work. The big guys don’t
have to invest the upfront
dollars; they can just wait for
one of these little biotechs to
prove that microbicides work,
and then buy the biotech.”

THE BIRDS AND THE BEES
“The other real obstacle we
face is that to talk about
microbicides, you have to talk
about penises and vaginas
and rectums. You have to ac-
knowledge that lots of people
are having lots of sex in lots
of different ways, and people
are uncomfortable with that.
When they talk about HIV/
AIDS, they’re more comfort-
able talking about vaccines
than about microbicides.”

CROSSYOUR FINGERS
“There are four products cur-
rently in Phase 3 testing
that means we’ve already
determined that they're safe,
and now researchers are
trying to determine if they're
effective in real-life circum-
stances. If any of those four
proves to be effective, we
could have the first microbi-
cide available by the end of
the decade, but it's a little
like betting on a horse race.”

Experience another culture like never before while making
a real difference in people’s lives. If you're looking for a meaningful
and exciting Alternative Break, a unique way to gain work experience,
or an opportunity to share perspectives with local people by working

side-by-side with them — this is the opportunity you've been searching for.

Volunteer Abroad or Intern Abroad
for the Experience of a Lifetime.

Choose from 10 countries, lengths-of-stay from 1-12 weeks, and start dates year-
round. Wherever you go, our in-country staff will welcome you to the CCS Home-Base
and ensure that all your needs are met — from safety and lodging to perspectives and

insight about the local culture. O -°
www.crossculturalsolutions.org 7C’>C

info@crossculturalsolutions.org - 1.800.380.4777  [ross-Cultural Solutions
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PREPPING THE
MASSES

MEGAN QUINN
24
YELLOW SPRINGS, OHIO
OUTREACH DIRECTOR
OF THE COMMUNITY SOLUTION

IT’S CALLED PEAK OIL, the theory that when humanity exhausts the earth of half
of its oil supply, production will peak, then irreversibly decline, the result of which
won't be pretty. Luckily for the world there’'s The Community Solution, a non-profit
organization dedicated to educating the masses about oil depletion, its crippling
effects, and how to ease the transition from stretch Hummer to cozy rickshaw.

The debate is no longer “if” oil will peak, but when, and how quickly production
will decline. The faster the decline, the bigger the crisis. If we continue to burn oil
as if there’s no tomorrow, then the American and world economies will crash much
harder—and faster—after we start sliding down the peak.

After the peak, oil will become increasingly scarce and expensive. There will be
no immediate substitutes for oil to maintain economic growth in our debt-based,
centralized economies. We will face oil shortages far worse than in the 1970s,
resulting in worldwide economic collapse and perhaps nuclear confrontation over
access to dwindling oil supplies.

In the best-case scenario, nations across the planet agree to reduce their oil
consumption to avoid conflict, drastically curtail other energy use, decentralize their
economies, promote local food production for local consumption, and install locally
controlled renewable energy systems.

First, we aim to educate people about the impending peak, what it means for their
lives, and what they can do about it. We provide information and tools to help
individuals cut their energy use, live more locally, and spread Peak Qil awareness in
their communities. We hope that Peak Oil and climate change are widely recognized
as two aspects of the same problem of over-consumption and that local and global
efforts are made to prevent the worst.

First, we need to recognize that we will not live the materially abundant, over-
consumptive, energy-wasteful lives that our Baby Boomer-era parents did. Second,

we should re-examine our planned occupations, future goals, and consumptive habits
in light of imminent oil scarcity and the long-term depletion of oil and other natural
resources. Third, we have the responsibility to help our friends, family, and community
during this tremendous transition.

When the Soviet Union—Cuba'’s oil lifeline—collapsed in the early 1990s, Cuba

lost half of its oil overnight. Transportation halted, people went hungry, and the
average Cuban lost 20 pounds. In response, Cubans developed organic agriculture,
urban gardens, small-scale renewable energy, and energy-saving mass transit while
maintaining free health care and education systems. Cuba provides a model for how
people can come together in a community to survive while using much less energy and
preserving vital infrastructure.

INTERVIEW BY COTE SMITH
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ENLIGHTENED
CONSUMPTION

IF YOU’RE IN THE MARKET for Unconditional Love, Empathy,
or Clean Air, you're in luck. The FLOWmarket, an online
supermarket based in Copenhagen, sells ideas wrapped in
physical packaging. Founded by Mads Hagstrgm, the company
is looking to sell “a mindset that [is] both material and
immaterial.” Feeling blue? Try Good Vibes in an empty spritz
bottle. Clearly, the FLOWmarket, which sells goods globally,

is somewhere between commentary and commerce, selling
scarcity products as if they were real, tangible goods, for real,
tangible dollars. And yes, the tangible goods are beautiful;
white, familiar—yet oddly empty—containers highlighting their
black block-font labels. The ideas for sale—A Feeling of Safety,
Identity Finders, and many others—are even more beautiful.
More important than its aesthetically pleasing visuals, the
FLOWmarket's biggest draw is the way it makes consumers
think about their consumption.
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Ask God

Hello, | was wondering how you feel about religious extremists
killing countless innocents in your name?
—Mortified in the Middle East

First off, let me just say, “Jihad me at hello.” Get it? | love
that movie.

Well anyway, to answer your question, I'm afraid you’ll have
to be a little more specific. After all, it's not like slaughtering
one’s earthly brothers and sisters in the name of Me is some
new fad. Perhaps you're talking about that whole Crusades
business—boy I'm glad that’s over. Given your geography,
however, let's assume your primary concern is Islamic extrem-
ism. Now, don't get me wrong, | like the extreme—I like
extreme sports, extreme makeovers, and if the mood finds
me, I'll even pop in the '80s rock ballad “More than Words”
by the band Extreme—but not when it comes to religion. Not
when it permits the theft of innocent life and the dissolution
of the basic magnanimous wisdoms upon which religion was
founded.

So yeah, I'd say I'm against it. Not to mention murder

in general.

This might sound like I’'m oversimplifying an immensely
complex problem, but I’'m a down-to-earth deity. Keep in
mind, | did create the world in one week, and on one of those
days | took a pretty solid nap. It also makes for an awkward
moment when some dead guy shows up at the gates of
heaven and demands a bunch of virgins. | mean, if the goal is
to get to the place with the highest virgin population, maybe
| should just move the Hajj from Mecca to the annual San
Diego Comic-Con.

Your guy in the sky,

GOD

~/
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LIGHTBOX

26-04-1986

>> Though thousands have
died, five million people still
inhabit areas contaminated
by the world’s worst nuclear
accident. In memoriam of
Chernobyl’s 20th Anniversa-
ry, seven artists from Russia,
Belarus, and Germany paint-
ed, stenciled, and airbrushed
their way across Pripyat, the
town most devastated by
reactor four’s catastrophic
meltdown.

At left, the eerily subtle
“child with balloon” gets our
vote for creepiest guerilla art
shit of the year.

Photo by Sergey Abramchuk
Art by Denis Averyanov

See more of these works at
www.26-04-1986.com.
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THE NOT-SO-CURRENT READ

JEWEL-ENCRUSTED
ALTAR GOSPEL BIBLE

Price UNKNOWN
Publisher UNKNOWN
Oprigin RUSSIA, C.10TH-12TH CENTURY

Though we can’t get past the
first few pages of this over-
edited, literary discharge, its
jacket design surely captures
the spirit of an era. Nothing
says “You're the overworked
underclass and God loves you
just the way you are” quite like
this gilded cover, which your
ruddy hands shan’t ever sully.

MATT HACKETT

phumderstrypy

THUNDERSTRUCK
BY ERIK LARSON
CROWN (2006)
$25.95

WWW.INTMAG.ORG

THE CURRENT READ
THUNDERSTRUCK

THE BEAUTY OF READING most non-fiction is that
even if the writing is atrocious, you can still close
the book and think to yourself, “At least I've learned
something.”

Erik Larson’s Thunderstruck is not like most
non-fiction. Not only will you learn about quarreling
scientists and the private life of one of England’s
most notorious murderers, you will seriously enjoy
yourself along the way.

The real protagonist of Thunderstruck is a mo-
ment in history—in this case the opening years of
the 20th century. Unlike other historians who have
tried to capture an entire era on the page, Larson
focuses on the events and characters that drive the
narrative forward. Moreover, Larson’s writing, as in
his previous book The Devil in the White City, is taut,
engrossing, and incredibly well researched.

Thunderstruck is about the tenuous relationship
between two very different men, Gugielmo Marconi
and Hawley Harvey Crippen. The former is a mani-
cally driven inventor, while the latter is an innocu-
ous, gentle doctor who eventually murders his harpy
wife, Belle EImore, and then mutilates her corpse
in an unthinkably brutal manner. Despite their close
physical proximity, Marconi and Crippen never meet.

Larson weaves the stories of the two men together
with turn-of-the-century wireless technology. More
specifically, Marconi invented it, and Crippen was
captured by it. Marconi, despite his lack of formal
scientific training, spent years searching for the tech-
nology to make wireless communication possible,
ultimately succeeding in 1901. Thus when Crippen
tries to flee England by boat nine years later, the
captain of the ship is able to wire Scotland Yard from
his ship’s recently installed wireless equipment.

Crippen’s apprehension at sea is the climax of
the novel. The other 350 pages jump between the
doctor’s tragic saga and Marconi’s struggle to bend
science to his will. But this background is not merely
a vehicle to an exciting dénouement. Even if you've
never had the slightest bit of interest in petty scien-
tific rivalries or grisly murders, you'll still giggle as
researchers snipe at each other in reputed scientific
journals and you'll still cringe at the ghastly details
of Belle's demise.

Larson’s writing is like a window into the past:
each incidental detail—the appreciation of the first
showing of “Peter Pan,” the discovery that 30% of
London lived below the poverty line—reflects the
world in which the characters live. It's this skill that
makes Thunderstruck a cohesive, engaging, work.
Though the scope of the book is daunting, Larson’s
exhaustive research and exuberant storytelling allow
history to be more than just setting. It's the best kind
of non-fiction: the history is the story.

DAVIDA MARION

AUSTRIA

BRAZIL

CHINA

ENGLAND

FRAMCE

IRELAND

ITALY

THE NETHERLANDS
SOUTH AFRICA
SWEDEN

NYUSteinhardt
GRADUATE STUDY ABROAD

Summer 2007

Specialized programs for teachers, prospective teachers, language arts specialists, artists, musicians,
theatre directors, arts administrators, health educators, and other professionals, Three- to eight-week
programs (June-August), Eamn from 6 to 12 credits toward your degree at New York University or anather
university. Some programs open to undergraduate students. Application deadline: March 1, 2007,

Arts and Hurnanities (Ching) « Broadening Horizons in Specch and Language: A Perspective from London (England)
Community Health: A Society in Transition (Sowth Africa) « Culture, Literacy, and Education (Brazil) « Drama Education
and Applied Theatre (England, iretand) + Educational and Social Reform {South Africa) - The Global City and Media
Ethnograpivy (Inefand) - Intercultural Perspective on Teaching and Leaming (China) « talian Culsine and the Meaditemranean
Diet firaly) - Literacy Teaching and Leaming (England) « Media and Clobalization: The Asian Experience (China) + Media and
Globalization: The European Experience (The Nathardands) « Mew Music, Experimental Dance, and Interactive Technology
(italy) * Speech-Langisage Pathology and Audiclogy (Sweden) « Studso Art (ltaly) + Theatre of the Oppressed (Brazil)
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MATTHEW PEACOCK gives
homeless people voices:

as sopranos, tenors, and
baritones. The founder of
Streetwise Opera discusses
the perfect harmony between
two seemingly opposite
social groups.

| [was] volunteering for a
night shelter in London,
around the time when a Brit-
ish MP said that homeless
people were the people you
stepped over when coming
out of the opera. People
knew that | worked in opera.
One [homeless] guy said,
‘People have assumptions
about [the homeless]. If we
were in opera, that would
change people’s attitudes.
They would see we are

not stupid.’

Opera [gets] bad press some-
times because it seems to be
high status and expensive.
But when it's done with some
honesty and reality, nothing
comes close to it. It's the
most incredible combina-
tion of visual and aural
stimulus—the lights and the
costumes and the music.

We do one big production a

year. The aim is to be of na-
tional significance so it gets
good media coverage ... but
also to give about a hundred
participants a chance to be

in a professional production.

What works with the home-
less population is that they
seem to be not as good as
everyone else, and opera
seems to be at the opposite
end of the social spectrum,
so it creates an interesting
dynamic. Singing can bring
something very powerful

to lots of disenfranchised
people. We worked with
people who hadn’t spoken in
years, who started commu-
nicating and singing in our
singing workshops.

With the homeless and ex-
homeless, they've had such
incredible lives that if you
put them onstage, they will
have a connection with the
audience that very few people
could have. You put that in a
professional framework with
amazing singers, and the
singers bring their expertise,
the participants bring their
electrifying performance,
and you get something that
is more special than either
group separately.

For more information, visit
www.streetwiseopera.org.

INTERVIEW BY
ARIELLE ROSENBERG

WWW.INTMAG.ORG

ALANNA HEISS thinks outside the gallery box. In 1971, she
founded PS1 Contemporary Art Center (then called The Institute
of Art and Urban Resources, Inc.), which has since become the
second-largest non-profit, contemporary art museum in the US.
As the museum'’s director, Heiss has curated more than 700
off-the-wall (and on-the-wall) exhibits. Here’s a top-five list of
Heiss’s favorite, non-traditional art venues.

1. MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF CONT. ART (North Adams,
MA) Striving to be an open platform for interaction between
making and presenting art, Mass MOCA's vast 13 acres house
everything from inverted trees to amusement park rides.

2. SCHAULAGER (Basel, Switzerland summer months) The
Schaulager doesn’t curate exhibitions, at least not in the formal
sense. As an open warehouse, visitors view “stored” art. The
non-exhibit exhibit creates a secret life for un-curated art.

3. MART ROVERETO (Turin, Italy) The MART Rovereto
(primarily interested in Italian futuristic art) is hosting an
exhibit until January 2007 entitled “prettymucheverywordwritt
en,spoken,heard,overheardfrom1989...,” which is pretty much
the best-named exhibit ever.

4. LUDWIG MUSEUM: (Budapest, Hungary) This cavernous
museum displays international contemporary art as well as
exhibiting and contextualizing the past three decades of
Hungarian art.

5. KUNST-WERKE (Berlin, Germany) Located in a renovated
margarine factory, the KW Institute features rotating modern art
exhibits from German and international artists.

TO CHANGE THE WORLD,
YOU NEED A PERSPECTIVE.

New ideas and new perspectives are what make The New School new. They also make our graduate
program in International Affairs unique. The program combines interdisciplinary study with practical
problem-solving skills. More than 300 students from 55 countries work directly with international
practitioners and scholars. The focus is on global economics, poverty, international institutions, NGOs,
organizations, and culture — with a special emphasis on the problems facing developing countries.

The graduate program in International Affairs at The New School

INFORMATION SESSION:
Monday, December 4, at 6 p.m.

66 West 12th Street, NYC

To RSVP or for more information:
nsadmissions@newschool.edu
212.229.5630

www.ia.newschool.edu

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

An affirmative action/equal opportunity institution

EASTERN UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF LEADERSHIP AND DEVELOPMENT
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1300 Eagle Road
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WHAT IS THE WHAT
MCSWEENEY'’S BOOKS
OCTOBER 2006

$26.00

THE INTERVIEW

about the struggle
in America right now, but it also covers
15 or so years of Valentino’s life in
Sudan, Ethiopia, and Kenya. Books
always have the luxury of space; you
can go into more detail than a movie or
magazine article can.

when
the Sudanese People’s Liberation Army
(SPLA), a rebel group made up of Dinka
men, rose up against the Islamic gov-
ernment. The government retaliated by
attacking villages throughout the south
— much like they’re doing (or their
proxy militias are doing) now in Darfur.
Dinka children were subject to enslave-
ment, so thousands of young boys fled
their villages. The SPLA helped the
boys make it to Ethiopia to the Pinyudo
refugee camp. A few years later, when
there was a regime change in Ethiopia,
the boys were forced back into Sudan
by Ethiopian soldiers. Thousands died
while crossing back into Sudan. Eventu-
ally they made their way to Kenya,
where they were the first settlers in the
Kakuma Refugee Camp. They stayed
there for about ten years, until they were
resettled here.

in Kakuma who wanted resettlement,
the US wanted to make sure they were
getting this certain segment—young
boys who had been persecuted by
government militias, and had made this
epic walk to Ethiopia, but who had not
been willing participants in the SPLA.

WWW.INTMAG.ORG

INTO THE UNKNOWN

Dave Eggers—author, publisher, and founder of McSweeney’s Quarterly—
spent the past three years writing his third novel, What is the What?. The
book chronicles the displacement, persecution, and resettlement of Valentino
Achak Deng, one of the Lost Boys of Sudan, who came to the US as a refugee
in 2001. Like his previous two novels, What is the What? /s a first person
narrative, but it is written as Deng’s autobiography and in his voice.

Below is a passage from the beginning of the novel accompanied by an
interview Eggers gave the Internationalist in September of 2006. He
discusses the state of international politics, the violence and struggle the

Lost Boys endured, and how a mythical “what” may be responsible for the
strife in Sudan.

THE EXCERPT

WHAT IS THE WHAT?

PART 1, PAGE 12

n my life | have been struck in many dif-

ferent ways but never with the barrel of a

gun. [ have had the fortune of having seen
more suffering than I have suffered myself, but
nevertheless, I have been starved, I have been
beaten with sticks, with rods, with brooms and
stones and spears. | have ridden five miles on a
truckbed loaded with corpses. | have watched
too many young boys die in the desert, some
as if sitting haphazardly. I watched them lifted
from their feet, carried off in the animal’s jaws
and devoured in the high grass, close enough
that I could hear the wet snapping sounds of the

tearing of flesh. I have watched a close friend

the very first man in
Southern Sudan, according to the legend,
he said “You are my chosen people and
| love you and | will give you a gift. You
have a choice between cattle, which you
know very well and will provide milk and
meat and a livelihood to you. Or, you can
choose the what.” The legend goes that
the man chose the cattle, that he was
very happy about that choice, and the Su-
danese were very happy about that choice
for thousands of years. But the question
was and is, “What was the what?” In more
recent thinking, the assumption is that
[cattle] was not the right choice—that the
“what” went to the Arabs in the north,
and that was technology, arms, more
sophisticated education, and a tactical
advantage over the southern people.

who came here with a
lot of fanfare, there’s still been a lot of
struggle and a lot of difficulty.

of media
coverage about how great their lives have
been—this guy or that graduated from
college—but in reality, it hasn’t been so
glamorous or easy for most of them.

needs to be
placed on our government, on the UN, on
Khartoum. John Prendergast, probably
this country’s most effective expert on is-
sues concerning Sudan, has a plan to hit
Khartoum’s leaders in the wallet, which
might be the only way to end the killing.

INTERVIEW BY DAVIDA MARION

of mine die next to me in an overturned truck,
his eyes open to me, his life leaking from a hole
I could not see. And yet, at this moment, as I
am strewn across the couch and my hand is wet
with blood, I find myself missing all of Africa.

I miss Sudan, I miss the howling grey desert of
northwest Kenya, I miss the yellow nothing of
Ethiopia.

[ am tired of this country. I am thankful
for it, yes. I have cherished many aspects of it
for the past three years I have been here, but
[ am tired of the promises. I came here, four
thousand of us came here, contemplating and
expecting quiet. Peace and college and safety.

We expected a land without war and, I
suppose, a land without misery. We were giddy
and impatient. We wanted it all immediate-
ly—homes, families, college, the ability to send
money home, advanced degrees, and finally
some influence. But for most of us, the slowness
of our transition—after five years I still do not
have the necessary credits to apply to a four-
year college—has wrought chaos. We waited ten
years in Kakuma and I suppose we did not want
to start over here. We wanted the next step, and
quickly. But this has not happened, not in many
cases, and in the interim, we have found ways to

spend time.
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SINCE THEIR FIRST

issue in May of 2005, Candy
has been a showcase of art
and design from Ireland and
beyond. What started as a
28-page downloadable PDF
newsletter has grown into an
innovative 238-page salon.
Each issue is packed full of
striking design and interviews
with artists and designers
such as James Jarvis, the
creator of the delightfully
rotund In-Crowd collectable
toys (think Futurama meets
John Lovitz meets Wallace
and Grommit). Candy's one-
year birthday issue featured

a jaw-dropping photo essay,
which was shot over two days
in the London Transport’s
lost-and-found. See it at
www.candyculture.net

WWW.INTMAG.ORG

SHIBUYA
SHOWTIME

JAPANESE GAME SHOWS, with their signature mix of absur-
dity and comic high jinks, rate among the best television ever
created. Here are four shows worth the expense of satellite
television.

Sanma’s Super Gimmick TV

This variety show features a segment called “Elderly
Folks’ Pushbutton Quiz Corner,” where very, very, old Japanese
people answer rapid-fire trivia questions.

The drama of watching two 90-year-old women
slowly inch their hands toward their buzzers.
“Sometimes they try to escape to

the toilet, sometimes their artificial teeth fall down... Those
accidents are funny. The guy running the quiz must really put
an effort to keep things orderly.”
—Oki Taisuke

The Love Ride

Seven attractive young Japanese ride around the world
in a giant pink van called “The Love Wagon.” If at any point
a passenger declares his love to another, and it’s reciprocated,
they kiss and get a joint air ticket home. If the feeling isn't
mutual, the passenger returns to Japan—alone.

During the voyage, the travelers do good deeds,

like building a giant pink school for African children.

“| love their van! It's really pink! |
would be on this show right now, except they make you appear
in a bathing suit at least once an episode.”

—Tomoka Yamamoto

The Rolling 99

Comedy-duo, “The 99,” take two Japanese celebrities
to expensive Tokyo restaurants with unmarked menus, invite
them to order food, and then make their guests estimate the
total cost of the dinner. If the contestants guess correctly, The
99 pay the bill. If they guess incorrectly, the guests foot the
bill, which has climbed as high as $2,000 dollars.

Sometimes the cast goes ice fishing.
Just because.
“| love [host] Okamura. He's really

tiny, and he can’t have a girlfriend because he has bad breath.”
—Tomoka Yamamoto

Hiroshi Sekiguchi’s Tokyo Friends’ Park Il
When couples compete on the quiz phase of this

show, one of them answers questions while the other runs on a
treadmill. Miss a question or pass out and you're eliminated.

Later rounds occasionally involve playing air
hockey against a man dressed as, say, a giant ice cream cone.
Or a hot dog.

“My mom won’t watch this show.

She says the participants are having lots of fun, but she’s not.”
—Tomoka Yamamoto

SALEEM RESHAMWALA

Smart Guides for Smart People
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m
[here § a new weapon

cross the Pacific Ocean and crash the shores of New
Zealand. It took even longer for New Zealanders to

)
take this stranger into their homes and call it their
own. But despite its late-bloomer status, New Zealand l ‘ ‘ ‘ \ ‘ ‘ ‘ |\ \ ‘
hip-hop today sounds, at least on the surface, just ( ( ( (
like its American cousin. If you listen past the beats, A } )

however, you discover an entirely different ethos of
lyric philosophy and production.
As in the US, hip-hop in New Zealand is largely the

Tue Instirute oF Worep Porimics

as well as Tongans, Samoans, and other Polynesians.

But the famiar urban Issues that pervade Amercan Offering aceredited graduate eertificate and M.A. programs...

scene. The Palynesians were olonized,fther than designed to deploy knowledge and understanding in the ethical use of power into
ISplaced ana enslaved. e orners rap on their . . .. . .

track “Urban Macri," " had to ask about my culture unmapped areas of publie diplomacy, political warfare, and intelligence.

what does it mean / he turned and laughed / you a city
slicker boy / we learned from our past.” Polynesians
know exactly where they come from, which has allowed A Graduate School of National Security
their culture to survive and International Affairs

Contemporary living in New Zealand certainly THE IN?FTITUTE
follows a Western lifestyle, but the islands’ political
framework—a welfare state that provides universal WORLD POLITICS

healthcare—doesn't allow for the depths of poverty .
F R 0 M T H E ST R E E T s that can be found in the US. And so, the culture does www.iwp.edu ¢ 202.462.2101 ¢ 1.888. KNOW.IWP
1521 16th Street, NW ¢ Washington, DC 20036

not reproduce America’s emphasis on the accumula-
tion of individual wealth. As a typical example, The
W N U N D E R Crusader, an album put out by top Samoan rapper
Scribe, is stacked with bravado, touting his lyrical
prowess rather than his material wealth: In “Scribe

N E VV Z EA LA N D E |V| C E E S Unltd,” he explicitly plays down bling in favor of tal-
D R O P IT I_I K E IT/S H OT ent with the couplet, “Material things will return to

dust eventually / I'll be the MC whose lyrics will last
infinitely.”

The violent imagery that is so prevalent in American
hip-hop is also noticeably absent from most Kiwi lyr-
ILL SEMANTICS ics. Perhaps Neyv Zealand’s stringept gun control laws,
generous financial support, and universal healthcare
lessen the prevalence of dire circumstances that might
lead people to a violent lifestyle. Whatever the rea-
sons, groups like Nesian Mystik, a multi-ethnic crew,
have built their success on a bedrock of positivity. In
their song entitled “Brothaz,” they rhyme “My man we
got history running deep beneath the physical / Con-
nected together never rolling as individual.”

Ultimately, tangible optimism seems to have taken

AN EsRIYUs TR

It's the middle of the freezing winter of 1995. Displaced
Bosnian villagers are being threatened by rival factions
within the war-torn former Yugoslavia.

Take turns playing roles: the leader of the refugees,
hoping to safely reach UN HQ * the militia, hunting them
down = the UN, negotiating a solution » the aid agencies.
desperately trying to scrape together their limited
resources.

With a lead voice reminiscent of

Lil"’ Kim and tracks that sample

Talib Kweli, Ill Semantics offers sharp
rhymes and glossy choruses. Steady,
wall-thumping beats, rapid-fire scratch-
ing, and a host of local guests round
out this group’s latest album.

Not your average simulation. No scripted events.
Crises unfold in real time. All players are human-—

the place of the standard American trappings of wealth &
and bitches. On an island nation with only about four controlled. —
CHE FU million residents, there’s understandably an underdog . . . =
psychology that crops up when faced with breaking Learn functional and interpersonal skills: =
into any global market, a situation that breeds national Leadership. Cooperation. Negotiation. Communication b
A decade after releasing New Zealand's unit'y and pride t?rogghout the hip-hpp communlity. It's T“'r'
first platinum hip hop single, High Score aslllkely that you Il flr’.ld. an MC boasting about hl|s own Decision—making, "adaptive planning”. Players Ve
highlights Che Fu’s continued musical skills on the mic as giving shout-outs to other Kiwi must make decisions based on imperfect information TE
dexterity. His effortless fusion of crunk- acts; ] . ) Situations may change in an instant. Such challenges H‘-'l.

esque chants and gospel-inspired bal- It's refreshing to find New Zealanders rooting for transform skills learned in the classroom into a

lads will have fans of both John Legend each other—rather than feuding, as American artists conceptual approach to solving future problems. =]

have been known to do—in an attempt to pull together
and draw some attention, both domestically and
internationally, to what's happening on their remote
archipelago. When my iTunes shuffles through the New

and the Yin Yang Twins singing along.

The Peacekeeping Mission Simulation
ugses contextual learning to teach practical sgkills
within a true historical context.

Zealand playlist, my head nods to the attitude as well . . — . : i ) g

as the music. = I Consequence Consulting ~ "Simulate, stimulate, educate. explicate.” * www.peacekeepingsim.com
— v . — :

WILL FAIN LoRvA | I d f - ! S : TR R T
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MOVE OVER, JACKIE CHAN

DISTRICT B13

It's France, and the year is 2010. When Lola, a young, pretty supermarket clerk is dragged
off by an armed thug, her customer doesn’t even blink. That’s because she lives in B13—a
walled-off ghetto in Paris where there are neither cops nor laws. The convoluted plot involves
an armed neutron bomb and a crime-lord, but the reason you should watch this movie—and
you really should—is David Belle, the actor who plays Leito, Lola’s heroic brother. Belle is
the co-inventor of parkour, a French-derived sport that focuses on fluid motion, creating
harmony between a person and whatever obstacle might be in his path. There are breath-
taking chase scenes where Leito and Damien, an undercover cop, contort their (extremely
attractive) bodies to flow through the urban landscape while upbeat French techno urges
them faster. At one point, Damien jumps through an open minivan window to land smoothly

University of California ©

Berkeley Summer in California!

Known for academic excellence, exciting cultural
events, and an internationalist point of view,
Berkeley is a perfect choice for summer study.

¢ Open enrollment-admissions exam not required
* More than 500 university-level courses in 75 disciplines
¢ Five sessions varying in length form three to ten weeks

¢ Affordable campus housing and dining
¢ Close to San Francisco and other Bay Area world class destinations

“"l‘l'l"uru‘ - in the passenger seat. With only 24 hours to find the bomb, they jump, vault, and climb des-
. i | perately to save the lives of the two million people living in B13 who are considered by the

government to be problematic “scum.”
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NOW AVAILABLE AT YOUR
LOCAL ONLINE RETAILER

KLEZMER

Klezmer music originated with Jewish
musicians, wandering from village to vil-
lage, playing their unique blend of music
for food and lodging. Sfar’'s newest comic
book details the lives and hardships of one
such band of musicians, evoking Jew-

ish folktales and art with her enjoyably
rambling narrative and Chagall-inspired
watercolors.

WORLDCHANGING: A USER’S
GUIDE FORTHE 21ST CENTURY

Finally, a practical, straightforward book
that actually helps you live the way you
wished you could. There's abstract writing
to make the theory wonks happy, but also
tons of clear step-by-step directives about
everyday life for everyone who just wants to
live and breathe a little (or a lot!) greener.

PRISONERS: A MUSLIM AND A JEW
ACROSS THE MIDDLE EAST DIVIDE

As a Zionist, a Jew, and a Middle East
correspondent for The New Yorker, Jeffrey
Goldberg spends a lot of time with people
who hate his guts. In his memoir, Prison-
ers, Goldberg tries to become friends with
a devout Palestinian man. Not a big deal,
right? Except that Goldberg was once the
man'’s guard at Israel’s largest prison.

PUT SOME MILES ON YOUR
LIBRARY CARD

KEEP THE RIVER ON YOUR
RIGHT: A MODERN CANNIBAL TALE

In 1955, Tobias Schneebaum entered

the Peruvian Amazon a curious gay artist,
emerging months later a traumatized gay
cannibal. He returns 45 years later to find
his tribe and conquer his demons. Both an
intimate character study and a fascinating
sociological documentary, this flick will
shock and delight you, as well as make
you wonder what it tastes like.

LOS HEROES

Originally recorded in the late '70s, Los
Heroes was all but forgotten due to the
US embargo of all things Cuban. Its col-
laborators are many of the musicians on
the Buena Vista Social Club series, except
then, they weren’t old and broken; they
were young and full of hope.

THE SIDEWALKS OF NEW
YORK: TIN PAN ALLEY

This edition in Winter & Winter’s audio-
film series evokes late 1800s Manhattan
and the music that absorbed 28th Street’s
Tin Pan Alley. The music is nostalgic as
well as diverse, showcasing the different
kinds of musicians that flocked to the
“Street of Songs” looking for success, but
often finding nothing more than the gutter.

SEVIS and visa transfer assistance for international advisors

(]
Berkeley Summer Sessions
1995 University Ave. ¢ Berkeley, CA 94720-1080
Tel: 510-643-3364 * Email: intl_summer@berkeley.edu

summer.berkeley.edu/internationalist
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STUDY ABROAD

Need a change?

Come soak up a vibrant new culture & be transformed by
the experience. We offer locations in 25 diverse countries
— your biggest decision will be where to go.

 Summer, semester or year * University credit
* Wide range of academic courses * Housing

* Language courses at all levels * Scholarships

* Field trips & tours * |nternships
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SHASHI
THAROOR

Shashi Tharoor was

22 years old when he
earned his doctorate and
began working for the UN.
His career has taken him
from refugee camps in
Singapore, to peacekeeping
operations in the former
Yugoslavia, to Kofi Annan’s
inner circle. The renowned
diplomat, humanitarian, and
author talks about his life,
his job, and how to be a

force of positive change.

WWW.INTMAG.ORG

FIRST, care about what’s happening in the world.

SECOND, get involved in international affairs societies and Model UN groups, take
a stand on issues, write letters to editors. What's important is engaging yourself in
the world.

FINALLY, I advise people to just do what they enjoy doing, and then leverage
that skill. We need accountants; we need lawyers; we're not just all experts in
humanitarian problems.

I WORKED TOO HARD for a period of time when [I] should have enjoyed a bit of life. I
was terrified of my scholarship running out, and I had no other means of supporting
myself, so I decided to get my work done as rapidly as possible. 'm proud of the work
I did, but I'm not sure if it would have done me, or the world, any great damage had
I taken the time to travel and grow up a bit.

MY KIDS ARE NOW 22 and just graduated, and I'm telling them to take a year off and
figure out what they want to do with their lives, and I envy them. They've given
themselves the kind of time I never did.

I'VE BEEN TOALL SEVEN CONTINENTS and there isn’t a particular spot that 'm
dying to go, but I'd love to have the time and freedom to accompany an Indian
cricket team and watch them play in the Caribbean.

IFWE WANT THE WORLD TO CHANGE, we [the UN] have to change too. Change in a
direction that makes us more effective, more efficient.

WE’RE NOT AWORLD GOVERNMENT; we’re an assembly of sovereign states. An
intragovernmental organization is not meant to be an independent entity with its
own political will. We borrow political will [from countries] just as we borrow
resources from them—finances, military, everything. So when member states agree,
yes, we make progress. When member states don’t agree, the UN has never developed
the capacity to solve the problem. We [saw] this in Lebanon.

MY TIME HEADING THE UN HIGH COMMISSION office for refugees in Singapore, at
the peak of the boat crisis, was an extraordinary experience. When I put my head to

the pillow at night I really [felt] that I made a difference to human beings who were

not just abstractions, but people I could actually see. People are growing up French,

American, or Canadian today because I was persistent enough to persuade people to
take them into those countries. That’s an amazing responsibility.

WHEN THE MEDIA LATCHES ON to a particular subject, sometimes they don’t allow
enough space for other considerations.

I REMEMBER ATTENDING A PRESS CONFERENCE OF KOFI ANNAN’S in the
beginning of [2003] where he covered something like 16 subjects, and the only one
that was reported on was Iraq.

IRAQ IS, OF COURSE, IMPORTANT. But there are plenty of other troubles around the
world that don’t get the sunlight of media coverage and popular exposure.

THE RELEVANCE OF THE UN HAS NEVER BEEN GREATER because we are now
dealing with problems without passports: problems like climate change, disease,
terrorism, drug trafficking, human rights, [and] refugees...The kinds of problems that
by definition, nature, and origin are international. The solutions, therefore, have to be
international. No one country, or group of countries, however rich or powerful, can
solve these problems on their own.

TO KNOW THAT THE WORLD IS TAKING CHARGE—not any one government, [but]
the collective interest of people—that’s the great advantage of the UN. I think that in a
global world where everyone’s problems are also ours, the UN remains most relevant.

I BELIEVE IN THIS INSTITUTION. That's what has sustained me. We are actually able
to channel the interests of all humanity. It really is an instrument for a better world,
for a better life.
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BOSSING AROUND

BY AYCA ARIYORUK
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If you ask United States policy makers

to explain why reform at the United Nations

has stalled, you’ll hear one answer:

Developing countries, which comprise the majority of UN member states,
are not interested in reform. Nothing could be further from the truth.

Blame for the failure of UN reform is often levied at the Group of 77
(G-77), a coalition of 132 developing countries—the largest coalition at
the UN. In April, critics observed, the G-77 voted to block a package of
reform proposals promulgated by Secretary-General Kofi Annan that were
designed to make the organization more modern and efficient. In July, the
group approved only limited measures.

In the first proposal, the Secretary-General sought to equip himself with
greater power to manage the organization, by expanding his authority to
shift resources to accommodate changing priorities without having to seek
approval from the 192-member committee responsible for administrative
and budgetary matters. The G-77, along with China, also rejected a sec-
ond proposal to shrink the size of the budgetary committee from 192
to about 30-40 members. The reformed committee would have included
only the UN’s top ten financiers plus a group of rotating members from
the developing countries. The idea was to allow faster decision-making,
and to give the top contributors—such as the US, Japan, and the 25-mem-
ber European Union—more say on how their money is spent.

However effective the two proposals might have been, they would have
shifted power in the UN away from developing countries and into the
hands of wealthier, industrialized nations. Spotting a bad deal, the G-77
decided to block the reform proposals rather than sacrifice their own for-
eign policy goals.

The G-77’s actions, one could say, violate the spirit of the UN, a multi-
national organization where countries sacrifice sovereignty for the sake of
a noble collective cause. But it is no secret that governments join the UN
to pursue their national interests. Take John Bolton, the United States
ambassador to the UN. Bolton has never shied away from speaking forth-
rightly of his mission at the UN. “The purpose of diplomacy is principally
to advance your country’s interest,” Bolton told Newsweek in December

2006. “[I]f it [the UN] works, we will use it.”

The United States has set the tone on UN reform, and following its example,
other countries have explored every possible way to exploit the reform pro-
cess to their ends. For instance, in 2005, knowing the United States would
not consider the elimination of the veto in the Security Council—the body
of the UN charged with maintaining peace and security between nations—
the 53-member African Union put forward a proposal that would have
given veto powers to three African countries. Currently, only five member

states possess veto power. The African Union knew the proposal, if accepted,
would have been an even greater disaster for the Security Council, further
impeding its ability to act efficiently and effectively. But they pushed any-
way because the current veto holders refused to give up their privilege. In
the process, the reasons behind Security Council reform—to make it more
flexible, fair, effective, and accountable—were simply forgotten.

Who, then, is going to fix the UN? The next Secretary-General—South
Koreas Foreign Minister, Ban Ki-moon—will be the primary agent
charged with the task. Maintaining a delicate equilibrium of power among
the industrialized and developing nations in the UN’s decision-making
machinery will be the key obstacle to UN reform.

In order to succeed, the Secretary-General will need the help of the United
States to repair the mistrust directed at the country. For starters, the US
needs to rethink its approach to reform. The spending cap the US placed
on the UN budget to speed up the reform process both failed and poi-
soned the environment. The United States should adopt a ‘carrots’ policy
toward reform, offering tangible incentives to poor countries. The US
already missed one great opportunity to do so when it killed a resolu-
tion that would have given the General Assembly more say in naming the
next Secretary-General—a decision currently made by the five permanent
members of the Security Council.

But more opportunities await Washington. If Washington is serious about
strengthening the office of the Secretary-General they should call for a
single seven-year term for the Secretary-General instead of two five-year
terms. Without the worries of re-selection, the Secretary-General could act
more independently, especially from the five permanent members of the
Security Council. The General Assembly would then be more willing to
shift administrative and budgetary powers to the next Secretary-General,
equipping him with the means to effectively manage the organization.

The United States must acknowledge that at the UN, the power of the bal-
lot beats the power of the bullet and the purse. To foster an environment
conducive to compromise, the US could start by offering small compro-
mises itself. Likewise, the G-77 and other developing countries, which
benefit significantly from the UN’s services, should not be guided by a
false sense of power simply because they have the votes to pass resolutions
in committee. Otherwise, the next Secretary-General will remain just one
person pushed around by 192 bosses.

Ayca Ariyoruk is senior associate of the United Nations Association of the USA’s
Global Policy Programs
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THE AMERICANS ARE
COMING... HOPEFULLY

BY FORREST DUNBAR

WWW.INTMAG.ORG

These are bleak days for America’s self-image.

The reminders come, nearly every day in the form

of bullets and news bulletins, that in many parts

of the world the US is deeply unpopular.

A recent Pew Foundation poll found that more than 70% of foreigners
support the rise of another military power to challenge the US. Even in
India, a close American ally, positive opinions of the US are down 15% in
the last year. And Americans seem to have gotten the hint: 42% believe the
US should “mind its own business internationally and let other countries
get along the best they can on their own.”

Yet, despite the twin trends of anti-Americanism and homegrown iso-
lationism, every year tens of thousands of Americans travel oversees as
volunteers to places that welcome their arrival. The US’s leaders, eager to
improve the country’s stead in the world, are increasingly citing the volun-
teers as a2 model for the rest of the country.

“Do not sell us short,” former Secretary of State Colin Powell urged in a
speech last June. “One way not to sell us short is to take that which we still
have as a valuable commodity—who we are and what we are—and send it
overseas in the form of volunteers.” The belief driving this policy objective
is that direct contact with hardworking, well-meaning Americans is one
of the most powerful antidotes to anti-Americanism. It is a belief shared
by President Bush, who recently called for a doubling of the Peace Corps,
still the nation’s premiere international volunteer program, and bipartisan
leaders like Democratic Senator Harris Wofford and former Bush advisor

John Bridgeland.

Unfortunately, the total overseas volunteerism remains far below levels
necessary to create real change at home and abroad. If nothing is done,
this will remain unchanged into the future. The Peace Corps expansion
promised by the Bush administration never materialized. The modest in-
crease of $30 million for the 2007 budget will only be enough to keep the

number of volunteers at current levels with rising security costs.

The primary barriers to scaling-up international volunteerism are financial
constraints. The Peace Corps is a unique program in that the volunteer ex-
perience is fully funded by the federal government. Volunteers receive free
travel, housing, health care, and even a small stipend, for a modest price
tag of $300 million a year. In comparison, we are spending approximately
$195 million a day in Iraq. Yet the Peace Corps finds itself under persistent
attack from Congressional budget hawks, making a significant expansion
of the program unlikely.

Private volunteer programs demand hefty fees, putting the experience out
of reach for many low-income Americans. Cross Cultural Solutions, one
of the country’s largest volunteers agencies, offers 2-12 week programs
ranging from $2,489 to $5,206—a substantial sum. Other programs, like
Doctors without Borders or Volunteers for Prosperity, place highly skilled
American professionals overseas, but participation requires the financial

resources to work pro bono or at reduced rates, and the pool of qualified
applicants is only so deep.

So what can be done? Lex Rieffel, a scholar at the Brookings Institution,
has proposed an innovative way to get more Americans in volunteer posi-
tions overseas. By using federal catalyst funds to leverage already-exist-
ing non-profit networks, the government could reduce program fees and
increase the number of Americans serving overseas. In other words, the
government could subsidize NGOs, to help them expand and make vol-
unteer opportunities more widely available to Americans. This kind of
stimulus program is the basis of AmeriCorps*State and National, one of
the most successful initiatives of the last decade. “In 2005, at least 50,000
Americans participated in NGO and corporate programs,” Rieffel said.
“That number could be [doubled] with a program like AmeriCorps that

leverages private funding.”

Appropriating federal funds can be accomplished in two ways. The first
would be to amend the authorizing legislation of the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service (AmeriCorps oversight agency), which is
currently prohibited from funding overseas projects. This would be ac-
companied by an increase in funding for CNCS. The second is the cre-
ation of a new organization, either within or outside CNCS—something
like AmeriCorps*International. Because the programs this agency would
support with grants would not be fully funded by the government, the cost
per volunteer would be substantially lower than that of the Peace Corps.
This is not to suggest that the Peace Corpsbe cut. AmeriCorps*International
could serve as a complement to the Peace Corps, attracting applicants un-
able to commit to the Peace Corps’ 27-month duty, thereby reducing the
Peace Corps’ attrition rates. AmeriCorps*International might also have
a better chance to receive funding in today’s suffocating budgetary atmo-
sphere, particularly if the grants were available to faith-based organizations
for non-proselytizing purposes.

Whether it is through AmeriCorps*International, the Peace Corps, profes-
sional programs, NGOs, or independent projects, the fundamental goal is
getting more American feet on foreign soil in constructive, interdependent
ways. International volunteerism binds the US to the world, and simulta-
neously communicates the best aspects of America to foreign populaces,
unfiltered by politics, rhetoric, or media biases. We owe it to the world—
from which we have received so much—and to ourselves, to vastly scale up
international service. In the words of Muhammad Ali, “Service to others
is the rent you pay for your room here on Earth.”

Forrest Dunbar is a 2005 Truman Scholar and a former intern at The
Brookings Institution. He is currently serving as a Peace Corps volunteer in
the nation of Kazakhstan.



"£00g-PIW UIZaq pinom [eunqguy auj Jey) pue
Ul uioms uaaq pey se3pnl ayl 1ey} paounou
-ue eueyiep Suop Suy Jasiuly sansnr ‘Ainf
Ul '6/6T PUB G/6T USaM3q elpoquied ul
PaJIWWLIOD A8y} apIoouss Jo S}oe pue sal}
-100J} UelIB}UBWNY BU} 40} YN0J 0} 3ySnoiq
9q AJ[eul [|IM uonez|uedio a3noy Jawyy
1SIWIBIIXS-ISIOR |\ BY} JO SIopes| SUIAIANG

s1y3ss3a Lsnr

JUBWIUIBAOS BA}RIUSSaIdaI IO} SOASD|S
J18Y3 dn Buijjos 113 84 winJ3oads |eanjod
a3 JO spus yjoq ‘uondo Jay3o ayi si |10
J19y} Jo} 93UBYOXa Ul SI0JEJOIP J1jeld0ine
Sulppoo se 3uo| se Ing ‘sdoQ ‘selwsud
JNno Jo speay ayj uim o3 ueld jooid|ooy

© 91| PaWaas JSe7 J|pPIA By} ul Aoel
-oowap Jo paas ay} Sunueld, 1dA33 pue
aUl}Se|ed Ul SUOIJOS[S UOM pooyJaylolg
WIISN|A 8Y} pue SeWBH 21099 "SPUSL
Aue NoA uim 3,UoM }| pue ‘pieay aA,nNoA
UBU} Op 0} }NOIYIP 2J0W S :0UO Sul
-J0BJJU0D Y| 10| B SI Aoesoowap Suipeaids
ey} paulea] aAam Ueak jsed auj u|

SNOILYYIdSY JILVYI0N3a

jlusm oq|ig a1aum s, 7y}

0S "8IS peay [ewIouU-Uey}-I9]|ews Sasned
ey JopJosip e ‘Aleydasosolw woly Sulsyns
‘suaides owoy uispow jsnf asem ajdoad s
3y} ey} anie sisiwoleue pue sisi3ojojuos|ed
10 Wes} [euoljeulsul Jayjouy Ajiwey uewny
|es}S90UR BU} JO (S/SUBISI0]) OLIOH Paganp)
so10ads pazis-0pol4 ‘paianodsipun Ajsnojaald
© JO 92UBPIAS 91 SaU0q B} Jey} Isisul aWos
‘|ley SIY} S}egap pamaual Jo 103[qNs ay} aiem
00g Ul BISSUOPU| ‘S810[4 Ul pUNOj 81am Jey}
L2|doad a|, J0 sauoq p|o Jeak 0OO‘'|T UL

¢S11990H

T—

- — =
BRA

I LTTE

i Ly

‘syjuow g| ise| ay} jo uoijdas-ssoid e se nq

.1Se3 9IppIA 8y} Ul 8dead aAey 3,uop

am Aym Jeajo aWwodsg mou s, ‘Alwn|s
PBJUSLILLOD YsSNg JUSPISaI ‘9oUBIDJU0D
8-9 B 1y "911}9Sead papeay-j|ey e pue salje
-Nsed Uel|IAID 3|quuoy ul ‘Aigejolpaid ‘papua
yoIym “Iem a|eas-||ny e pey am isnsny Aq
pue ‘s}ex001 YIm yejjogzaH ‘yoene Jie ue
UM papuodsal [aeis| ‘AN Ul S121pjos 1jeel
-s] om} paddeupy ‘ye|joqzaH ‘uoneziuedio
15110118} payoegq—UBIIAS pue ueluBl| 8y |

JYMITIVISI-ISIANYEIT

"JU90SapP uelpu] Jo sl
oym ‘apie ay} 0} pazi3ojode aduls sey Ua|ly
‘ople sjusuoddo |ealyjod e 0} Jajes O} —eIsy
0] 9Al}eU A8)UOW B JO SLUBU BY}—,BOoBORW,,
PIOM BU} Pasn d2IM} JapUBIU0D 409 8002
e puB YA-Y ‘Ua)|y 981095 "USS ‘PLIOM B} O}
LUBwnyui pue [1As Ajuo sguiyy, panguiuod
pewweynjy 1oydold ay} 1eyy palewsal ay
Usym UoIjeISe|Ju0d apIMplIoM e Supjieds 1oy
pazi3ojode |AX 10Ipausg adod ‘Jequiaydes
uj “|iiH jondeg 0} uedieA dy} Wolj ‘900z

| adl a1am ss|30|ode jja)-Heay (0S JON)

HLNOI-NI-L004d

"9peoap xau
8y} Ul sisojndiaqn} pue ‘Salv/AIH ‘elejew
10} $81nd Suipuly pue Sunuaaald 1oy Suipuny
JO JUNOWE [BRUE)SgNS B 0} UMOP SaYeYS ||e
SIU| ‘} JO JUSWISOAUI BY} L0} Paje|nLunode
aARY 1M 31 Asuow 8y} ||e snid ‘Jeah yoea
uol|lig G'T$ IN0ge Aeme aAIS JSNL LOIIEPUNO
8y} :uonendns suo AjUo yim awed Y1 ay |
aunr ul uoilepuno ssjey epullsiyl g Iig aui
0} Uol||iq O$ 42A0 aned Neyng uaLie juels
AemeyleH aJlysyag ‘oweuins siy saieys
OUYM JaU001D 3Y} YIM pPasnjuod aq 0} JON

NIYIVYML1344ng

PR

Pl e e e Sl B R A WA

AlARY

"}19SY pulysq Y| st pulyeg

137 PIIYD ON 4I 89S 03 1em 0} dAeY ||, 9M
*9AI}03}49 J0U ale SUNSa) pazipiepuels pue
uornealyljenb Jo swajsAs piSu sy jeys Sul
-1sisul ‘AjaJiua ueld ayj molypano o} Sulkly
UoSeas ay} Juads suolun ,siayoes} ‘peajsu|
Y pulyag Y7 PIIYJ ON pausijew-yon
ayj 0} BuipJodoe |, ‘paiiienb Alysiy, pajeqe|
uaaq aAeY 0} pasoddns aiem siayoes)
100yds 211gnd ||e ‘900z Jewwng Ag

NOILYINQd3 LN3INNYIA09

‘900z Ul sdeim Japun 3

1doy aney Sise} Alsjes Sulwnsuod-swl} pue
swajqo.d Suipuny ‘|enuajod Supoxe swos
SBY Juawieal} mau-puelq siy} ysnoy |
jluel||ug usdued ajesoid S||iy [eXee0p
pUE ‘S|[90 UBINY SN0J32UED SpIsul Ajuo
SOA|0SSIP JawAjod ay] “iley uewny e jo
YIPIM 83U} YIpUBSNOY}-8uo JaLwAjod e ojul
[9XE}200p Pa)[BD [BIIWSYD E JO 3SOP [BUIR)
e WeJd 0} Aem e punoy Jo8ue Uaqoy pue
pezyyoie4 pILQ SISHUIOS pew 4eak siy |

¢4IINVI ININND

MIINFY NI HVIA 9002

-ainsea|d 1nok 10} paznaqeydie ‘9oog ‘st ¥ 313y og “1eak ino Suideys ul puey e pey
w3y} Jo yaea Ing ‘ysne| sn ayew S13Yj0 pue ‘SNoAIaU SN 3Yew awoS *3INIsqo aI3M WS ‘smau J1q a1am awos
‘deoas aAIsuayaldwod e se jou SjuaAa Suimojjo} ay} uasoyo
aA8M "18pJ0 Ul S| UOIII3|J3] JO JUBWOW B Yulyl am pue ‘yued uo Jeak ua[ngin} e uaaq s ‘syjoy Ksno

-113s Ing "sjauejd Joj uayelsiw alam yioq ‘90z Iun dn ;uowwod ul aAey sauof Jeis pue on|d op 1eym

“diysusziyo uled oy syuesiww e3a)|1

JUa.1IN9 J0j SuoIsIAcId pue ‘AJINJss Japioq
SuISealou] ‘SN 8y} pUB 0JIXa\ U9amiaq aoua}
e 3UIp|iNg PapNIdUL (TT9Z S PUB LEVY YH)
S||Ig MU By "SlWioyel uoleiSiwwl [eUOIS
-$918U00 paJosuods-uedlgnday pajegap
9SIMIBUJO PUB ‘SeAlejuaSaIdal 1Y) S)0Im
‘s199.3S 8y} 03 %00} 3|doad Jo spuesnoy} Jo
SpaJpuny ‘Syjuow Jawwns ay} Inoysnoiy |

S$31vV430 NOILVIIININI

“Jsn8ny-pil 394onq
|U} payaIy ‘selyiedwiAs 1zeN pue Aysnio siy
10} umouy ‘Aengeled Jo Juapisaid, Jesh-GE
3} JoUSSa04)S OpaJjly [BJoUSY) ‘BluEBsL
3U} U] "pansua AJUNWWOD UBdLBWY-Ueqng
SU} Ul suoieIqald pliM "palp pey 8y jeyy
Sunsad3ns selioay} Aoesidsuod peaidsepim
1035q seoueleadde eipaw WOl 80UBSqR
Juanbasqgns s,/api4 Ing ‘[ney “48yjoiq Sy o}
Jamod Jan0 papuey Ajlieiodway, o4se) [apl4
‘AINF Ul "YoJB|\ Ul YBOID 0} PapIdsp DIASSO|IN
UBpogo|S ‘HUNoY [eulWLY [BUONBUISIU| BU}

1e 9011sn( adeoss 0} jJdwaye yoyp-ise| e uj

SY01VLIIA INIIV

‘Uyeslq pajeq yum ,ysaiel, Sul

-119 seiped yjoq yo| pue smau a3ed-juoly
ojul 809 8y paydune| (Arewnd jsn3ny ayy
Ul UBWLIBGAIT 90 188 OUM) JUOLLET PaN
9]epIpUEd 9]BUSS INJIBUUOY IO} JUSLUSSIOP
-Ua [BIOI}O Uy "9240} [edl}ljod d|qepILLLIo}
Ajjenualod e aq ued Asyj uanoid an Aoy}
‘S1ajJ0d S0y Bulynis play AueH pue ‘Apsu
-Uay| pal ‘Aiey uyor Y4spe) Awwir yym ing
epuage a1aymou-03 e yym uouswouayd
e|pawl padAy-19A0 ue S| SOy Ajleq Se umouy
9ouel|e SuiB30|q Suim-}a| 8y} ‘SII3ID S} 0]

SNOILIANNOI MJI0SSOM

e L]
il AEVIREEE)

“UOI}OIPPE |10 S,BoLIBLY
10 yInuy JusiuaAuodu] ‘19 ‘ay) Sunedwiny
A|pno| 81n31y [euonjeu Ajuo ayj ||S SI 9105

|V “4eaA 8y} Jo pud auy} e 194 “saI3ojouy o8}
JIB-IB3|D JO JUBWAdURAPE 8Y} YSNoly} G20z
Aq %G/ ueyy aiow Aq ise3 S|pPIN By}

woJy spodwl |10 Sn 9onpas 0} uejd e yim
JUBLWIA).]S DU} PAMOJ|0} BH |10 0} PaJOIppe
S| e2LIBWY,, 3} PAORIWPE ysng Juspisaid
‘ienuer ul ssaippe uolun ay} Jo ajels Siy uj

JINIANIJIANI ADYINT




“uoli3aJ ayy ul Ay

suly

ul Jep beij ayy uo uojuido a1jgnd Su

“llom se oin|d

pajowap pooyiaue|d WOI) BUSY SPN|OXd

0} UoIsIoap 1sn8ny sy} (sunidap puokaq
uns 8y} 3uniqJo sugap Jo xsip Aor ayy) 3eq
Jadiny au} jo ped Aj|ealuyos) ale ojnid pue
BUSYX U}0g 8snedag ‘900z Inoysnoiyy pasel
1oueld B P8||ed 8q PINOYS } JOU J0 Jaylaym
1noge aegap INg ‘GO0z AN Ul paounouue
Aolgnd sem aunidaN apisjno—,eusy,,
paggnp—>aiayds Ad1 Mau e Jo AISA0dsIp 8y |

¢LANVTd HOTHYVM ‘YNIX

"SN AU} 0} N By} woly slysily preoge spinbi|
1O [1EP202 BAISO|dX8 UB BuIquIod 0} joid e
YIIM UOIO8UUOD Ul 17 PRJS.IE S[BIOIHO WOp
-8ury pajun ‘YT Isn8ny uo ‘Uaje| syjuow
OM] "S8}IS JusLUIaA0S Jolew quiog-4onJy
pue Seale papmo.d Uo aily uado o} Sujuueld
uaaq Apuapine pey dnoig ay] oueuQ Ul [|89
15110448} JSIWEIS| UB JO SIaquuaw /T pajsalle
92ljod uelpeue) ‘pIE pPUB pug sunf uQ

S1SIY0YYIL AILYVMHL

isdooym 10} pauledieq Asuj ueyy se|qnouy
910W UM POA|OAU| SUOAIDAS SOABS| SWISal
UBLIBJIOYINE UB JO MOIYLSAO |elsle|iun e
1ey} SuingJe ‘WsIuluaT 0} WSIHeAIBSU0J03U
91edwoo 0} Se Jej 0S Juam eweAnyn4
“9|oIMe BuIzeSey\ Salul] X}Io4 MaN B ul Jedk
SIY} Ja1j4ea BapI 8Y} PAOUNOUSS ‘JUSLLBAOLL
Jeanijod 8y} pulyaq suleiq ayj JO suo ‘eweA
-NyNn4 SIouBl4 UaAS uaym 9ssed awedaq
}INg 'SpIOMzzNq ||e PUS 0} PIOMZZNG AU}
SEM LUSIIBAISUOD08U ‘BI3U} B|IUM € J04

INSTLYAY3ISNOJ03N

qe1S93J U0 103)49 [BaJ OU PBY L1Bap SIy
‘Alajeunpiojun “|essual ul s|epiUl [[e pue ‘SN
By} ‘SWI|SN|Al BIYS UO JBM JNO-||B PaIejoap
PeyY OYm UeW e JO Uleap 8y} pajeiqajed
3|sIe ay} Jo sapis yloq uo sjdoad ‘|esausl

Allednewelp Jo ssa|pieday "ayiis Jie SN e ul
pa|iI Sem ‘bei| Ul siomisu epaey) | 8y} Jo
Japes| ay} ‘Imebiez-le gesel NQy ‘eunf uj

IMVDYVZ

oeq 8}lm Jupip
ysng "syoeje TT/6 aU} Ul PAAJOAUI U] SABY
Jou Aew 10 Aew Juswuianol SN 8y} ey pue
pauaddey aAey jou Aew Jo Aew }SNEO0JOH
2y} 1ey} pajewijul Jaa| 8y} ‘uolienyis Jeajonu
JUa.1INd 8y} SUISSaIPPE JO peajsu| “auesul

S| pefoulpewyy ‘Ajl@jeuniuojun "sieak 9z ul
]els Jo speay Suoljeu om} 8y} Usamiaq Joe}
-U09 }su1} a3y Suiyiew ‘e Ul ysng juapisald
0} JojIa| paoeds-s|3uls ‘e3ed-8T ue spuas
pue s203 pefdulpewyy pnowyely Juapisaid
ueluel| ‘Yiys a|pood a8y} Ypm paip Aoewoidip
POUOIYSE}-P|0 83| SWSas } uaym snp

S1vd N3d

‘AemAue |000 Aj30.d 2Jam SpueleS-1omoly

U995-210490-19A8U PUE SpINnj} Sulw|equa
JO sier “pesjsul Ajij1oe} 93e103s Jualoue ue
punoy Aoy} ‘A}eAos JusIoUe JO SeyoL pue
sulewsal sy} pue [Seydodies aAl pulj 0}
padoy Ajjeniur pey sisigojoydA33 ySnouyy
*Azz1} e ojuI [suURYD A19A0SIQ BY} JO JjelS
8y} juas Ateniqga4 siyy 3dAS3 ul sSury auy jo
£3]leA Y} Ul qUIO} MaU e Jo Sulypeaun ay |

SIONDI 3HL 40 AFTIVA

"Je}S Olpes 3Y} S| INIX 940J8q BUO| 8q 3,UOM

£ -

11 sdeysad ‘yuow e 01$ mojeq o3 uiddoip

INX 01 suondiosgns Ajyjuow pue ieak

SIY} AlJBS JUSJUOD |NX UIM Jelolie JIy}
SunpNo [le pajuN pue ‘an|g jar ‘uel] iy
UNIM INg "1S8I8)UI JO IB| BY} IO} pawie|q
QJom dIsNW pajesd ‘waye ‘8al) snoynbign
pUE SPOd! 0} SS300Y "pajoadxa sjshjeue
811 900Z Ul SAemIe 8y} 9Z|UoiN|0ASI JoU

PIP X Ing "Olpes &

[o3es |AX 0} Bunosjep

uJ9)S pIBMOH Ppue uejAg qog Se yons saf
1leuosiad pamoj|oj-}nd 03 anp Ajped ‘900z
ul Apueoiiudis paddoup s3unjes pue swiy

Buiuassl|

dI¥ ‘syvl1s oIavy

peap aynb 1,Usi opel (4 3l

“Sewsal siy Suimoj|o)

yjuow ay} Ul SMaIA 000‘00Z 4910 pey Jap

-UnN|g UMOUX-||oM 8SOUM “(,,yInow-ui-}oo,
99S) U||y 931099 “uas yse isnl Buidupo =
sueliyjod paddi-esoo| pue sanijigissod Sul
-SISAPE J9A0 SUIj00IP SI9jRMIeW SeY aseq
UBJ SAISSBW S,8)IS 8} ‘A|yjuoL SIONSIA
uoljiw Oz Jano Y Aep Jad soapiA uol|jiu
00T SaMIBS “4BaKk BU} JO ,SB}ISOaM 1$8]002,
S,8UIze3ew awwlj JO SUO ‘9qN| NOA “SaleIp
WeJgam pue SOSpIA SpeLaLoy Jo pliom
[BUOISUBWIP-831U} B 0JUl oM By} pawuio}
-sueJ} 9ABY 09pIA 8|8005) pue 9oedSA
‘aqn] NOA Y1 S8}ISqam pajesauad-1asn

34n1NOA

™,

i

‘|08 A|seaw suo palods pue

1s0W ,sA0q N0 JO BUO AQ PapIemal Sem
ey Jds— Juids ul Joj dn spew Asyy
‘slaquuinu Ul paxoey, suej SN 1eym

sJey] ‘Auewwsr) ul Jeak siyy dng
PO 8U3 Je sue} padeip-1au

SU} JO dpew sem yanjy

.“Slamod |enuapisaid

JuaJlayul, Uo paseq ‘ssejayjouou [ess)

sl sasodind wsli0.I8}-183uN09 Jo) Sulkds
1ey: uikes Aq papuodsal ysng juspisald
*[e39|1 SI UIN0Y 9JUE||IBAINS 82UB3I|[BIU]
US1a104 SN 8y} LOJ) JUBLIEM B INOYNM
solped uglalo) pue UBDLIBWY USaMIaq
SU0l}eSI9AU0D auoydaje} uo Suiddoipsanes
Jeuy pajni 88pnl esapa) e ‘YSN du} pue
MOV BU} UddMIa] [eu} ISNSnYy Ue uj
S3ANSSI IINVITIIAYNS

'9U08 pue swod pAsy} padljou Ajjess suo

-uod e pue goog Ut Ang axen jes
WoJ} %0t UMOp S3ullesd YN ¢Jeak

S3VI IIdNATO

"%2€ Auo passquiswal (;sUoAue ‘uoiels
-Keld) .syses Sunoensip, paje|dwod pue
s3uiy} Jayjo paipnis ‘dn pakels oym asoy |
‘Buiuiow 3uIMO||0} 8y} 1$8) e SuLnp 8.l
||eda %9/ e pey siied Jaquinu SulApnis
Jaye das|s 0} Juam oym sjdoad ‘yoieasal
a3 0} BUIPI0DJY XOBS By} Iy pue Aleiql|
93U} 8/Ae3| 0} UOSEa) Jayjoue sn aned A5ojo1g
Juauny ‘AINr Ul "GOOz 0s sem daals Aineag

d337S AYONIN

sawes 991y} J1sy} JO duou uom A3y yarym
ul 4oAe saouewiopad dng pliop [ewsip

‘099 auj 0} SuipJodoe ‘Asy ng “juted
908} JO aqn} B pue sAn3 1noj Jo paisIs
-U0D 8Seq Uej SN 8y} ‘pPauladuod aie
soljes uonje|ndod se e} Se asnedsq

| -Ueg-ps|3ueds-lejs ‘oiselsnyjus

Wi ¥3290S dnd aTHOM

0u Jey} sem 900z Uo apew soldwA|Q a8y}
MJew Ajuo ayj ‘(;euoAue ‘Sn.iS 11IsY)
SSUOMSA0 DljeLelp JO %oe| snondjds

SIU} ULINY Ul SSLUED) JDJUIM SJ9M 13U}
‘I3 ‘919M JBSA SIU} UlIN] Ul SBWIBD) JSJUIM dY |

'SpI02aY
PHOM JO 3009 SsauuIng ay} ul Ajus ue
SuIuIeS pUB UONEIO0SSY SunT ueduawy
aU3 10} 000'Gz$ UBY} 210w pasiel Suiney
awoy pauinial ‘1SeMyHoNJBQ ‘wes} Jisy |
*93eA0A B} 9¥eW Jand 0} LWes) UedLsyY
1sJ14 8y} BulW028q ‘pue|Sul ‘Yinowe4

0] YIOA MON LWOJ} ‘UBSD() dNUelY ay}
SS0J0e Je0q e 3uimol shep z/ juads ‘gz

0} £2 pade ‘Usl paseq-s[)ess Jno4

HLIN3YLS
40 S1v3d 379VAIIT3ENN

“dn JIYs axew 3,Uop :AJUNWLWIOD JNYUSIS
SU} Ul SSIM BU} 0} PIOM Y/ JUSLLSSELIEQUID
|euoneusRlUl 0} Jowwn|d e yym paoejdas sem
SWey [euoljeusul 0} sl siy ‘SoAIqIS ueLw

-NyY Pauo|d WoJj S|[83 Wa)s Joriixe 0} Jdwane
ue Jo synsal ay} Suiyey 0} Jeak sy} Jo Aienuer
Ul PajILIPE 8y UBYMm Ing "Saseasip a|qeinaul
Ajpuaind yyum suol|jiw 03 adoy aAe3 yng 0opm
SuemH Aq pajonpuod Yaieasal [[99 Wals ay |

S3ANI MIVND




40 | ESSAYS

Its riches seduced empires.

Its caverns stole the lives of eight
million people ... and counting.
Inside the silver mine

at the top of the world.

WWW.INTMAG.ORG

BY GARETH MASON

THE THREE-HOUR DRIVE FROM the colonial capital of Sucre to the
cloud-city of Potosi, Bolivia, leads up twisting mountain roads through
an increasingly barren and unpopulated land littered with the rusting
detritus of old mining operations. Perched at over 4,000 meters, Potosi
is the highest city in the world. The air is so thin up here that every step
demands a physical effort. It’s not until you arrive and your lungs begin
sucking for breath that you know exactly what it means to live at this
extremity of the Earth.

Stretching high above the dusty old city is a huge mound of tanned
earth, carved sharply from the landscape into a mountainous cone. This is
the reason I've come to Potosi. It is the only reason anyone has ever come
here—apart from the Indians that lived here from the beginning.

Over the centuries, this mountain has had many names. To the Spanish,
it was known as Cerro Rico, “Rich Hill”; to the local Quechuans, it was
Sumag Orko, “Magnificent Hill.” These are the names given to a mountain
that hid in its core thick veins of silver—natural wealth so plentiful that
it inspired the Spanish idiom Vale un Potosi, “Worth a Fortune.” The
mountain holds such prominence in the Bolivian national imagination
that it is illustrated at the center of the county’s national crest.

It was the silver in the Cerro Rico that drew the Spanish to Potosi in the
15th century. And it is the active mines that remain here today that I've
come to see, five-hundred-and-fifty years after Potosi was built into one of
the most illustrious cities in the world, and then abandoned. In that time,
imperial empires have come and gone, replaced by corporate ones and a
trickle of adventure-secking tourists. But little else has changed. Every
day, many of the indigenous people in Potosi still descend into the bowels
of the mountain, though the ancient shafts are mostly anemic today
except for deposits of ore. The people mine in much the same way today
as they always did, which is to say in some of the worst, most primitive
conditions you can imagine.

According to legend, when the Inca emperor Huayna Capac first
discovered the riches in the mountain in 1462, a booming voice told the
Incas that the silver did not belong to the them. It was for the white men
who would one day come from far away. Believing they had heard the
voice of god, the Incas obeyed the command and declared the mountain
a sacred place. History hasn’t recorded whether the booming voice was
spoken with a lisping, Castilian accent.

The Spanish “discovered” the silver in 1544 and founded the city the
next year. From an original workforce of 170 Spanish and 3,000 natives,
by 1610 Potosi had grown to some 160,000 inhabitants—the combined
populations of London and Paris. These included Old World artisans
and engineers following the seductive whiff of riches from a real-life El
Dorado. But the bulk of the swelling population were slaves—mostly
former citizens of the Incan empire that stretched thousands of miles
down the spine of the Andes from Lima to Lake Titicaca. The Spanish also
brought African slaves, who fared the worst due to the extreme altitude.

My guide into the mine, Helen, knows most of the miners around
whom she conducts her tours. Beginning in 1980, the government began
transferring ownership of the mines to workers cooperatives. Around
6,000 locals now work the 120 or so mines dotted around the Cerro
Rico—about half the workforce from the days of slavery. On our hike up
to the mine, Helen discusses a community welfare scheme with one miner
and chats with the widow of another.

At the top of the mountain, Helen leads me and a few other tourists
into a small room near the mouth of the mine, inside of which stands a
shrine to the mine god, Tio, or “uncle.” The Spanish created Tio in the
image of the Christian devil to frighten the miners into labor. A garish
dummy embodying this less-than-avuncular deity is surrounded by pin-
ups of blonde gringa models. Here, the workers drip fierce Lati firewater
called Puro onto the ground and balance cigarettes in Tio’s mouth, hoping
for a profitable day’s work. Bright strips of cloth mark the mineshaft in
his honor.

“This is not a museum,” Helen warns us before we enter the mine.
“It's a working mine and its conditions are the same as when it opened
500 years ago.”

The shaft we enter is horizontal, sometimes dipping into claustrophobic
holes through which the miners, their cheeks swollen with wads of
narcotic cocoa leaves, shift the largely worthless ore by hand. They fill up
wheelbarrows or carts and push them out to the entrance. “Around 80
wheelbarrows a day on average for a 12-hour shift, or 350 bags of ore,”
says Helen. “If it’s a good day, they make around $5.” The miners sell their
ore to refineries that ship it unprocessed overseas.

The dank interior of the mine has been hacked out by hand. Low
humid corridors run off unexpectedly in hopeful new directions, their
rickety, fragile progress extending crookedly for hundreds of meters. To
get through the mine, tunnelers are often forced to scramble and splash
about on their hands and knees in the mud. Often, the deep, shrinking
shafts frighten off the more claustrophobic tourists.

“Can you smell that?” Helen asks. “It’s the smell of very old ai, trapped
inside until released by some new digging. It’s these poisonous gases that
kill the most, usually arsenic or sulfuric acid.”

Oxygen masks are an unknown luxury. Around 20 miners die working
here each year. Many more suffer from respiratory illnesses such as silicosis.

Most miners don’t make it to 40 years old. The local hospital overflows
with victims of what is locally called, “mine disease.” Often pensions can’t
be collected until the disease has developed so far that the victim cant
enjoy his retirement for long. About 1,000 children under 12 years old
also work here.

From 1545-1825 about eight million people died working in these
mines. That’s about the size of the current Bolivian population. The
average working lifespan was six months, and it was said that for every
peso coin forged, ten slaves died. Many never began their second shifts
after living underground for months in temperatures topping 100 degrees.
Cerro Rico is less a mountain than a mass grave.

Over 300 years, the mines yielded 70,000 tons of silver, enough to
pay for centuries of imperial projects, including the Spanish Armada.
'The English sailor Francis Drake plundered enough silver from Spanish
galleons to significantly underpin England’s growing wealth. The silver’s
injection into the European economy stimulated trade as far away as
India. Bolivian schoolchildren are told the mine held enough silver to
build a bridge to Spain. They are also told that a second bridge could have
been built back with the bones of those who died mining it.

After shuffling along for 100 meters or so, we find some workers
chipping away at an unpromising piece of wall. Their shabby clothes are
coated in a thick layer of dust—their expressions ambivalent towards
tourists who try to soften their intrusiveness with gifts of water, dynamite,
and chocolate. The miners use pick-axes and lamps instead of drills and
torches, as you would see in a modern mining operation. Running along
the roof ahead is a thin streak of tin that, along with zinc, is now the
miners main source of income. Mining it, we are told, could very well
bring down the unsupported roof.

After the Spanish extracted 820 million silver coins worth of silver,
most of the mountain’s richest deposits were exhausted. But in 1572, the
Spanish Viceroy, Francisco Toledo, introduced mercury into the extraction
process, and the digging continued. Over the next three centuries, several
hundred tons of this poisonous metal were dumped into the Potosi water
basin. The deadly drain-off now swills alongside the lead, cadmium, and
arsenic of later deposits. The mined ores become acidic when combined
with water and pollute the local water supply. The laws needed to clean up
this hazard are neither tough enough nor effectively enforced.

Modern technology hasn’t touched the miners’ lives, but it has found
154 tons of untouched silver in the Cerro Rico—the world’s largest
existing deposit. By 2007, a clutch of foreign companies is expected to
be working with the Bolivian national mining companies to excavate the
newly found deposits.

The results of a recent survey in Potosi show that its residents
overwhelmingly oppose the idea of letting foreigners profit further from
the few remaining riches of the continent’s poorest country. That the
mountain’s famous crown might be lopped off to more easily remove the
new deposits, as has been proposed, doesn’t go down well with the locals
either. The Bolivian national crest would look less impressive adorned
with only half a hill.

Their fears are, perhaps, best illustrated by the story I hear in the Casa
de Moneda, the museum built inside the thick stonewalls of the old,
Spanish mint. It concerns a Florida-based salvage company that found the
wreck of a treasure-laden Spanish galleon in the 1980s. Around 175,000
coins were recovered, valued at around $300 million. From the horde, a
single coin, now sitting in the Potosi museum, was given to the Bolivian
nation. Overlooking the museum courtyard hangs the mask of a white
human face wearing a smirking smile. It looks set to leer greedily into the
foreseeable future.

Gareth Mason is a freelance journalist based in London. His work has
appeared in The Guardian and The Sunday Times.
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(BOMBS AWAY, P.53)

States might confront nuclear war in a fight
over Taiwan, which Beijing considers a ren-
egade province.

In Northeast Asia, North Korea continues
to make plutonium to build up its nuclear ar-
senal and has alarmed the world with its long-
range ballistic missile tests, most recently on
July 4, 2006. Japan, in particular, has reacted
strongly to these tests. If Tokyo wanted to,
it could make dozens of nuclear weapons
from the plutonium it has stockpiled for its
civilian nuclear power program. Chinese of-
ficials have expressed concern about Japan’s
growing plutonium stockpile. The North
Korean nuclear and missile programs, thus,
could spark an arms race in Northeast Asia.
A nuclear war could occur if North Korean
leaders believe their regime is under attack or
about to collapse.

Probably the direst nuclear nightmare
involves Russia and the United States suc-
cumbing to inadvertent nuclear war. The
government and the news media are focused
on terrorists or the nuclear threat from so-
called rogue states such as Iran and North
Korea. Yet, more than 95% of the world’s
27,000 nuclear warheads are in Russia and
the United States. Both countries still place
extraordinary value on maintaining nuclear
weapons. Many events could trigger this cat-
astrophic scenario. In January 1995, an ac-
cidental nuclear war almost played out in real
life when a scientific rocket launched from
Norway was for several minutes mistaken by
the Russian military as a nuclear-armed mis-
sile fired from a submarine near the Russian
coast. The suitcase, often called “the football”
in the American context, containing Russia’s
nuclear war plans was opened. Russian Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin came within a few minutes
of ordering a retaliatory attack. As Russia’s
carly warning system continues to weaken,
more of these incidents could happen, con-
tinually risking accidental nuclear war.

STEPPING BACK FROM THE BRINK

If we act now, the world can avert these
nuclear dangers. A fundamental first step is
to devalue nuclear weapons. IAEA Director-
General Mohammed FElBaradei, who shared
the 2005 Nobel Peace Prize with the IAEA,
asked in his Peace Prize speech, “How do
we create an environment in which nuclear
weapons—like slavery or genocide—are re-
garded as taboo and a historical anomaly?”
Slavery and genocide have become, at least
in civilized circles, repulsive. Nuclear bombs
have yet to stimulate worldwide disgust.

In a press interview in December 2005,
ElBaradei hit on the appeal of nuclear arms.
He said, “You must practice what you preach.
I can’t ask my son to stop smoking when I

WWW.INTMAG.ORG

have a cigarette dangling in my mouth.” Like
smoking cigarettes, possessing nuclear weap-
ons can bestow glamour. Despite numerous
public health campaigns to underscore the
health hazards of smoking, many people still
smoke because this activity has the allure of
sophistication as well as charismatic and wild
power. Similarly, nuclear weapons draw part
of their cachet from the fact that the five per-
manent members of the UN Security Coun-
cil all possess these weapons. Only these
members have veto power. While permanent
membership does not require ownership of
nuclear weapons, this historical artifact still
makes a powerful impression. India, for in-
stance, has decried the double standard be-
tween the nuclear haves and have-nots, but it
developed nuclear weapons partly because it
was motivated by the belief that these weap-
ons are a status symbol. New Delhi has long
sought to gain a permanent seat on the Se-
curity Council. A way to decouple nuclear
weapons possession from Security Council
veto power is to act on UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan’s proposal to expand the
Council’s permanent membership to include
major regional powers that do not own nu-
clear arms.

Perhaps lessons can be learned from cam-
paigns that have outlawed classes of weap-
ons. The community of nations has enacted
treaties that have abolished biological and
chemical weapons. Nonetheless, nuclear-
armed countries have yet to relegate nuclear
arms to the ashbin of history because such
weapons are the ultimate type of weapon of
mass destruction. Nuclear arms seem to offer
an ultimate insurance policy protecting a na-
tion from existential attack. But nuclear arms
did not save the Soviet Union from internal
collapse, and the large expenditures of the
nuclear arms race may have been partly re-
sponsible for its demise. Possession of nuclear
weapons did not prevent the United States
from suffering defeat in Vietnam and fight-
ing several other armed conflicts during the
past 60 years.

Another way to de-legitimize nuclear
weapons is to consign them to at most only
deterrent  use. Nuclear-armed  countries
should commit to never using these weapons
against non-nuclear countries and should
adopt no-first-use pledges. Russia and Paki-
stan, however, point to the difficulty in carry-
ing out these commitments. Both countries
find themselves in inferior positions with
respect to their conventional military ca-
pabilities as compared to the United States
and NATO in Russia’s situation and India in
Pakistan’s situation.

We can dust off Cold War history to
find the tools to try to fix these arms imbal-
ances. Although arms control has fallen out
of favor with the Bush administration, it is

o\

Columbia University
College of Physicians and Surgeons

Institute of Human Nutrition

Masters (M.S.) Degree in Human Nutrition

Nutrition is a major modality in
biomedical sciences, general healthcare,
preventive medicine, and economic development.

The one year (full-time) MS program
provides essential knowledge for careers in:
Medicine
Doctoral level training in basic science research
Industry
International health policy

International and public health

Now accepting applications for Fall 2007.

Bachelors degree & GRE Required.

Email Nutrition@Columbia.edu Ph. 212.305.4808 Fax 212.305.3079
Applications available at: http://www.cumc.columbia.edu/dept/ihn/



WHAT'’S

INA
WORD?

In our complex
world, is anything
foolproof? Do you
pity the fool?

The Internationalist
and Foolproof, a Seattle-
based non-profit dedi-
cated to articulating and
amplifying progressive
thought, want to know
what issues you'd bet
your life on.

In 500 words, tell us what
concepts and images
best represent the word
“foolproof,” and why.

The most creative and
innovative essay will be
published in the Inter-
nationalist. The winning
author will also receive
airfare and accommoda-
tions for two to attend a
Spring 2007 Foolproof
presentation in Seattle.
Upcoming speakers
include Molly lvins and
Sarah Vowell.

For full contest details,
check out
www.foolproof.org.

Deadline: Dec. 15, 2006

58 | CONTINUED...

time to re-equip ourselves with this power-
ful negotiating tool. Verifiable arms control
can provide predictability and transparency
of the other side’s military development and
through dialogue, can build greater insight
into the other’s intentions. In particular, the
United States and Russia could instill greater
confidence in peaceful intentions and reduce
the risk of accidental nuclear war by agreeing
to ratchet their nuclear weapons off hair-trig-
ger alert. Ultimately, the nuclear-armed pow-
ers need to follow through on the commit-
ment in the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) to pursue nuclear disarmament.

In recent years, the NPT has suffered a
crisis of compliance. In January 2003, North
Korea left the treaty; in February 2005, it de-
clared itself a nuclear power; and in October
2006, it demonstrated at least a rudimentary
weapons capability by testing a low-yield
nuclear device. Iran has cited its “inalienable
right” under the treaty to gain technologies
that can make nuclear fuel or nuclear bombs,
while raising concerns about the intention of
its program. Although the IAEA has an im-
portant watchdog role to play in these hard
cases, it cannot force countries to disarm and
only has as much authority as member coun-
tries are willing to give it.

In addition to providing the IAEA with
adequate authority to investigate prolifera-
tion concerns, member countries also should
give the IAEA enough funds to hire sufficient
competent inspectors and buy or develop
technologies that can spot proliferation ac-
tivities. The IAEA is understaffed and under-
funded. Currently, 250 IAEA inspectors are
responsible for inspecting 900 nuclear facili-
ties in 91 countries. (Total staff numbers are
around 650.) In contrast, Walt Disney World
employs more than 1,000 security personnel
to protect its amusement park. The IAEAs
annual budget is about $120 million, which
is comparable to the payroll of the Washing-
ton Redskins football team.

The failure of the IAFA to find Saddam’s
nuclear weapons program before the 1991
Gulf War led to development of the Addi-
tional Protocol, a strengthened approach to
safeguards that provides greater access and
authority for the IAEA. But many member
countries have yet to sign and implement
the Additional Protocol. For instance, Iran
was voluntarily adhering to the Additional
Protocol, but stopped doing so in early
2006, thereby severely curtailing the IAEA’s
ability to investigate Iran’s suspect nuclear
program. Even with the Additional Proto-
col, a proliferant country could try to hide
nuclear weapons facilities. Still, the world
would be more secure against proliferation
if all countries signed and implemented the
Additional Protocol.
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But what are countries who are concerned
about proliferation willing to do to stop it?
Is war the answer? The Bush administration
thought so with Iraq, but claims of Iraqi
WMD programs turned out to be largely fal-
lacious. Whether as a consequence of faulty
intelligence or because of concerns about a
hidden Bush administration agenda, the war
in Iraq casts a long shadow over claims about
an Iranian nuclear weapons program. As of
early 2006, inspectors have not found “smok-
ing-gun” evidence of such a program in Iran.

Like smoking
cigarettes,
possessing
nuclear
weapons

can bestow
glamour.

Also, insurgencies in Iraq and Afghanistan
underscore the limits of American power, de-
spite being the world’s sole superpower. Faced
with these constraints, the Bush administra-
tion has mainly pushed for multilateral di-
plomacy in trying to resolve problems with
Iran and North Korea.

Like Chinese handcuffs, the harder op-
posing sides pull at the problem, the more
they are trapped. ElBaradei has cautioned,
“You can't use force to hinder a country from
obtaining nuclear weapons. By bombing
them, you only delay their plans. And they’ll
come back and seek revenge.” The trick to
release fingers caught in Chinese handcuffs
is to push a finger inward, relaxing the ten-
sion and then allowing each finger in turn to
twist free. With nuclear dangers, reduction of
tension can occur when the nuclear-armed
countries live up to their part of the bargain
to give up their nuclear weapons and when
the haves and the have-nots work together to
address security concerns without resorting
to nuclear arms.

An adjunct assistant professor at the School
of Foreign Service at Georgerown University,
Charles D. Ferguson is a fellow for science and
technology at the Council on Foreign Relations
and is a coauthor of The Four Faces of Nuclear
Terrorism (Routledge, 2005).

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
Medical School for International Health

in collaboration with

Columbia University Medical Center

A unique four-year, American-style, M.DD. program taught in
Iinglish in Beer Sheva, Israel that prepares doctors to work with
diverse populations to advance global health. Includes courses in
cross-cultural, community and preventive medicine, humanitarian
emergencies, and refugee health.

¢ Clinical electives in Kenya, Ethiopia, India, Nepal, Peru and Israel and
atColumbia University Medical Center Hospitals.

¢ Graduates obtain residencies at competitive programs in the U.S.

Phone (212) 305-9587 Fax (212) 305-3079 Email bgcu-md@columbia.edu

http://cuame.columbia.edu/dept/bgcu-md/

Humanizing Medicine On A Global Scale
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RESOURCES BY YURI LOUDON

EL NAHUAL LANGUAGE CENTER.
Spanish speakers, look no
further for teaching opportu-
nities! Cooperative school in
Guatemala.
http://languageselnahual.com/

FINCA PROJECT. The people

of Costa Rica deserve to be
unable to see the forest for the
trees just as much as anyone
else. This organization helps
out through small-scale tropi-
cal reforestation and environ-
mental education!
www.fincaproject.org

GRIDSKIPPER. The name
“gridskipper” sounds weird,
and for some reason reminds
me of gross “mud puppies.”
But don’t be fooled, this is a
cool urban travel guide, NOT a
website devoted to disgusting
aquatic salamanders.
www.gridskipper.com

IKANDO. Volunteer placements
in Africa ranging from schools
for the deaf to HIV/AIDS
prevention.

www.ikando.org

MAGELLAN’S. Where else can
you find that watch with a

built-in pop-up magnifying
glass and flashlight? Impress
the ladies and confuse the
fellas with products from this
travel supply store.
www.magellans.com

THE MOUNTAIN FUND. Only real
jerks hate mountains. Also,
only real jerks hate people. So,
unless you are, you know...a
real jerk, you should go on a
trek and volunteer in Nepal,
Peru, or Central Asia, because
more than 800 million people
living in mountain areas need
help.

www.mountainfund.org

TRAVELOSOPHY. Students

and teachers traveling to the
Middle East, Europe, Africa, or
Asia (but not Antarctica—sor-
ry) can find discounted rates
here.

www.itravelosophy.com

TSUNAMI VOLUNTEER CENTER.
Volunteer with this Thailand-
based NGO that aims to
empower people adversely
affected by the tsunami. (I
guess it's unnecessary to say
“adversely,” since probably no
one was beneficially affected
by it.)

www.tsunamivolunteer.net/english

VOLUNTEER SERVICE AND SUP-
PORT NEPAL. Into travel? Into
Monks? Into Buddhism? You
need to get into this. Like, now.
www.volunteer-nepal.org/volunteer-
nepal_monastries.htm/

FAITH IN NATHAN. Do you have
faith in Nathan? I'm not con-
vinced if | do yet, but | do like
that this blogger living in Tel
Aviv has included lists of things
he hates, likes, and things that
he wants from America.
www.ngng.co.il/

GUS ALMIGHTY. I'm pretty sure
| can’t do better than his own
description: “A global perspec-
tive, influenced by meditation,
liberal education, overseas liv-
ing, hallucinogens, and a high
lead count.”
www.gusalmighty.com

MEETING PEOPLE ONLINE.
Think Sex and the City,
through Yahoo personals and
online chatting, in Haiti. Or
don't, but it's your loss.
www.chatteress. blogspot.com/

MOODLOGIC. Read all about
Wamy! He'’s a student in Ban-
gladesh, believes that Islam
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has a solution to the problems
we are facing in the world to-
day, and likes hanging out with
other Bangladeshi bloggers.
www.moodlogic. blogspot.com/

MY...... THOLOGY. Because
anyone who uses excessive
ellipses is all right by me. This
is a Kenyan blog documenting
“thoughts, desires, emotions,
and life.” Getit? “MY”...thol-
ogy?! Whoa.
www.mogax2000.blogspot.com/

PARTY ANIMAL PLANET. Is this
a blog from 1995, when the
phrase “party animal” may
have been cool? No, no, no;
it's just European. Find out
when/where parties in Belgium
are going to be so that you
can meet up with some party
animals.

www. partyanimal2005. blogspot.
com/

ARTCYCLOPEDIA. Check out
this art database for images,
information, and...uh... art.
www.artcyclopedia.com

BILLBOARD LIBERATION FRONT.
Since 1977, the BLF has been
helping big companies like

et the JQURNE Yoegin

Spend Three Years Abroad and Earn a Degree with

FRIENDS WORLD PROGRAM

For over 40 years, Friends World Program has
provided students like you with the opportunity to become
critical learners and independent thinkers. This unique
program allows you to earn your B.A. while living and
learning at one or more of our international centers in:

CHINA ¢ COSTA RICA ¢ INDIA ¢ JAPAN
SOUTH AFRICA
Explore diverse areas of study including foreign

languages, comparative religion, peace and reconciliation,
environmental studies and much more!

OPEN HOUSE
NOVEMBER 12, 2006

9 Hanover Place, Fourth Floor
Brooklyn, NY 11201-5882
718-488-3409

www.brooklyn.liv.edu/fw ¢ fw@liu.edu

FRIENDS WORLD PROGRAM
LONGISIAND
UNIVERSITY=

_,//

[Me're ol fovrists.

e,
HgAs Tt
Frele® Slecnin

AEMA offers:
Bramhin Eomywcing
Basddhist Sfusdics in [ndia
Baddhist Squdics in Japan
Women®s Studies in Europ
Furope in Transition

At arsgd Cualmiree i Mali

Antisch m Germasy

ANTIOCH EDUCATION ABROAD
www.antioch-college.edu/aea

DI

DENMARK'’S INTERNATIONAL
STUDY PROGRAM

Affiliated with the
University of Copenhagen

« Cross-cultural skills for the global job market

Go 10 www.DIS.dk

Study Abroad in Copenhagen...
where Europe is a little different!

« Academically challenging courses taught in English

- Copenhagen as your home - Europe as your classroom
« Cultural immersion through unique housing options

Levi's and Camel improve their
marketing strategies. Definitely
check out some of their bill-
board revamp pictures; they are
quite impressive.

www. billboardliberation.com

GROVEL. Graphic novels galore!
Reviews, pictures, and all kinds
of things that are dorky and
amazing at the same time.
www.grovel.org.uk

JACKSON POLLOCK. Ever look at
a Pollock painting and think, “I
could totally do that in about 3
seconds”? Now you can.
www.jacksonpollock.org

MUSEUM OF BAD ART. Art so
bad that it will hurt you, but in a
good way, like the song “Hurts
So Good,” which | always
imagine to be sung by Bryan
Adams, but which is really by
John Mellencamp.
www.museumofbadart.org

UNDERGROUND ART GALLERY.
Underground art (graffiti,

zines, and the like) is good for
you, even if you forget about it
sometimes. It's sort of the artsy
equivalent to lycopene, which |
contend is the most underap-
preciated antioxidant.
www.e-underground-art-gallery.com

ALIVE FOUNDATION. I'd guess
that at least 95% of the human
population would rather be alive
than dead. People in Ghana are
no exception, so why don't you
go there and help people stay
that way?
www.alivefoundation.kabissa.org

GLOBAL WITNESS. Do you like
witnessing things? Do you

live somewhere on the globe?
Volunteer here to investigate
environmental travesties and

keep corporations accountable.
www.globalwitness.org

JIFUNZE PROJECT. “Jifunze”
means “learning” in Swahili.
Don't worry; you don’t need

to actually speak Swabhili to
help out in rural Tanzanian
communities. Or do you? (No.)
www.kitetocerc.org/jifunze/involved/
internships.htm

OUTDOOR JAPAN. Unless you
plan on spending your trip in
Japan watching funny game
shows in your hotel room (not
that there’s anything wrong with
that), consult this bilingual travel
magazine for exciting ways to
spend time in the open air.
www.outdoorjapan.com

STUDENT WORLD ASSEMBLY.
Check here for conventions.
They are probably a lot like
the conventions in the movie
Trekkies, only less about Star
Trek and more about global
democracy.
www.studentworldassembly.org

WORLD NEIGHBORS. Instead of
adopting a puppy or tarantula,
adopt an entire village.
www.wn.org

WORLD YOUTH EMPOWERMENT
FOUNDATION. Get empowered,
though probably not invincible,
by using this Nigerian network
to find community projects all
over the planet.
www.worldyouth1.tripod.com/

THE INTERNATIONALIST Go
behind the scenes at INTL HQ
to find out what happens when
7 editors stop being polite, and
start getting real.
www.intmag.org

Thanks

An all-inclusive list of the Internationalist's past supporters

would fill many pages. From foundations, to individual donors,

to subscribers, to friends, many generous people have helped
make this endeavor possible. What follows is a list of past donors
that we would like to recognize, starting from Christmas 2005 up
to the present.

Foundations

The Jackson Foundation
The Smiling Dog Foundation
The St. Paul Foundation

Summa Cum Laude

Anonymous
Chris Jones

Magna Cum Laude

Richard Brooks, Artemis Joukowsky, Richard & Paula
Kahler, Dave & Jody Smith, Carol & Phil Sullivan, Nancy
Sweetland, Peggy Tranovich

Cum Laude

Anonymous, Dave Anderson, Dave Balaam, Victor Blum &
Sandy Solomon, Cheryl & John Broome, Michael Brust-
kern, Peter Cleary, Anne & Tim Collins, Andrea Davis, Jean
Dixon, Mike & Megan Gallegos, Peter Gilbert, Amy Heppe,
Darryl & Kathleen Johnson, Sunil Kukreja, Kathryn Lilly,
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Manca, Courtney & Steve Marsters, Monica Martinez,
Dan Mathewson, Bruce Moen, Jill & Tyler Moore, Cyrus

& Betsy Nowrasteh, Nancy & John Parker, Sandy & Kris
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Sullivan, T.E. Theiss, Lauren Ulvestad, James Warjone,
Brendan Williams

Dean’s List

Anonymous, Travis & MaryEllen Atkins, Alison Collins,
Michael & Anita Cook, Anthony Gilbert, Jody Gilbert,
Don Goodman, Eve Hanssen-Wood, Dene & Emily Hurl-
burt, Laura Inveen, Mary Littell, Joyce & John McClain,
Jil Montgomery, Ross & Kellene Parker, Sandy & Kris
Rao, Mrs. Esther Ryan, Aleatha Scholer, David Spooner,
Christine Sproul, Warren & Tara Swanson, E. Elizabeth
Ullery, David Watson, Donald Watson
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Michael Thompson

*If you are interested in making a donation, increasing your class
rank, or simply have a question, please don’t hesitate to contact
Kathleen Sullivan at kathleen@intmag.org.
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AhmadineBadASS!

“Bringing Sexy
Back”

Male
60 years old

Presidential Palace
Tehran, Iran
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AhmadineBadASS! is in your extended network

MyFace URL:
http://www.myface.com/crazy4nukes

AhmadineBadASS!’s Interests

General Pomegranates, Baklava,
Disney
N<>((

Music “Bringing Sexy Back”
J.T. #1

Television Survivor: Middle East,

That '70s Show
Anything on Oxygen

Books The Holy Quran, Uranium
Enrichment for Dummies,
First half of War and Peace

Heroes Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Khomeini (RIP), Mel Gibson,
Alladin

AhmadineBadASS!’s Details

Status: Married
Orientation: Toward Mecca
Hometown: Tehran

Religion: I Heart Mohammad

Zodiac Sign: Shut up, pagans! (Scorpio)
Children: 2 (3 if you count girls)

Education: PhD in Traffic and
Transportation Engineering
and Planning. (Look it up.)

AhmadineBadASS!’s latest blog entries [Subscribe to this Blog]

Why nuclear power, really, really, really is our inalienable right.
No, for reals... [view more]

Love the Pastry, Hate the Danish... [view more]

AhmadineBadASS!’s Blurbs

About me:

Just your typical Iranian President, sensitive, caring, a bit of a
perfectionist. People think I'm this big tough guy, but when they call
me things like *megalomaniacal,” and “bat-shit-crazy,” it hurts me deep
inside, and makes me want to behead them slowly with a rusty saw.

Who I'd like to meet:

-Salman Rushdie, so I can... chat with him about that book of his... like
Oprah does... but with a rusty saw.
-That Oppenheimer guy

AhmadineBadASS!’s Friend Space
AhmadineBadASS! has 68,017,860 friends

Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei

‘Il Kim

AhmadineBadASS!’s Friend Comments

Displaying 2 of 2 comments

SR Hey, A-Jad, what up with that letter? Dude, do you
really think I can read... I mean, have the time, to
read 18 pages? Just text me next time, man.

—-Peace (Get it? “Peace” LOL)

HuGoGirl3000 Yo- you gotta check out this Chomsky guy. I know
he’s a Jew, but dude, this book’ll seriously change
your life! Wanna borrow my copy?

;0)

Has anyone ever called you crazy?

For the way you dress?

The things you say?

What if you left for two years?
Moved to another country.

To live with people you don’t know.

Where no one speaks your language.
What if you were going to improve their lives?

And in the process, improved yours.

Would that be crazy?

Peace Corps.

Life is calling. How far will you go?

_ Call 800.424.8580 | Visit peacecorps.gov




MAKE MORE
SELLING YOUR

BOOKS

How much more?
Books sold on the TextbookX.com Marketplace have sold
for an average of 200% more than wholesale
buyback prices

" TEXTBOOKX corm

Joining the marketplace is free and easy. TextbookX.com is
the place to buy and sell new and used books, DVDs, and
video games. Visit us today and enter our schoarship essay
contest, read content from the Internationalist online, and
browse our million-plus catalog of discounted products.
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